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SWT Honors Summer Math Camp
National grant ensures growth for popular
summer math program for high school student:

By SUSAN HANSON
Staff Writer

“The purpose of the program is
to excite students about mathe-
matics and science, and to give
them an idea of their career op-
tions,” Director Max Warshauer
says of the SWT Honors Summer
Math Camp. “We want to nurture
creativity and help the students
ask questions.”

More than anything, War-
shauer says, he wants to give
high school students the sort of
experience he had years ago while
attending a similar camp at Ohio
State University.

Recalling the words of his men-
tor, Professor Arnold Ross, War-
shauer says, "I want to teach the
students to ‘think deeply of sim-
ple things,’ to take a complex
problem and find the simple rea-
son it works.”

And now, thanks to a grant
from-the National Seience Foun-
dation Young Scholars Program,
this experience will be available to
even more students than before.

With Foundation support, War-
shauer explains, the SWT Honors
Summer Math Camp will not only
be increasing its enrollment from
18 to 40, but it will also furnish
participants with free books,
room, and board, along with a
weekly stipend of $12.

“A lot of people have already
contacted us for applications,”
Warshauer says, noting that he
has received inquiries from New
York, Florida, and several states
in between. “Somehow the word is
getting around about the camp.”

As Warshauer points out, the
support of the National Science
Foundation has done a great deal
to promote the month-long camp.
“There were 262 applicants from
all over the country, and only 74
proposals were funded,” he says.
“So this is a very prestigious
award.”

Scheduled to run from June 14
to July 10, the third annual Hon-
ors Summer Math Camp is open
to any student who has complet-
ed the 10th, 11th, or 12th grade
by June of 1992. Although appli-
cations will be accepted from
April 15 through May 20, stu-
dents are encouraged to apply as
early as possible in order to en-
sure enrollment.

Describing the routine that stu-
dents will follow during the camp,
Warshauer notes that each day
will begin with a class in elemen-
tary number theory, a course
which covers the basic properties
of integer arithmetic, including
‘prime factorization, Euclid’s algo-

rithm, Diophantine equations,
and modular arithmetic.

Following this class, which will
be taught by Warshauer himself,
students will proceed to problem
solving, where they will work with
Professor Terry McCabe. As War-
shauer explains, this course “fo-
cuses on the use of language in
precisely describing processes en-
countered in a wide variety of re-
lated word problems.”

After breaking for lunch, stu-
dents will attend a computer lab
under the direction of Professor
Don Hazlewood, where they will
use the software Mathematica to
“model real world problems.”

Finally, all students will partici-
pate in an honors seminar in
which they will not only explore
career options, but also keep a
journal and discuss readings on a
variety of ethical issues. This
course will be conducted by camp
Co-Director Ron Brown, director
of the-Honors Program—at- SWT;
and Dr. Marian Tangum, director
of SWT's Office of Research and
Sponsored Programs.
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