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Re-assessing Latin American Fashion

During the bicentennial year of independence from Spanish colonialism for seven Latin American nations, fashion weeks throughout the region re-
assessed the symbols of cultural heritage with excitement and new seriousness. In Argentina, the press heralded retrospectives of national styles,
pinpointing their evolution artificially to 1810; for "Pasado de moda, 1810-2010" (a playful reference to “past styles” and “out of fashion”), the city
government of Buenos Aires produced materials explaining that the objective was to “take back” fashion as “historical testimony” and demonstrate
its critical influence on the formation of Argentine identity. At the transnational fashion congress Ixel Moda one year earlier in Cartagena, Colombia,
one co-created collection advocated a “sustainable bicentennial” with upcycled materials in the shape of Phrygian liberty caps and sheath dresses
featuring colorful screenprints of Simén Bolivar, the nineteenth-century leader whose dreams of a unified revolutionary effort led to South American
liberation from Spanish colonial oppression. While such collections seemed comprised of dissonant fragments, European in their tailoring and
homegrown in outlook, this talk highlights how select collections have also re-imagined independence in light of contemporary human rights abuses
and injustices, economic disparity, the loss of cultural identity, and the ecological crisis at hand.
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Class of 1963 Term Distinguished Associate Professor of Modern Languages
and Literatures at The College of William and Mary, she is affiliated with
Environmental Science and Policy, Latin American Studies, and the Sharpe
community scholars program. She has authored and edited numerous works on
fashion and cultural production, including The Latin American Fashion Reader
(Berg Publishers, 2005), Ecofashion (published as a special issue of Fashion
Theory, Berg 2008), Couture and Consensus: Fashion and Political Culture
in Postcolonial Argentina (University of Minnesota Press, 2010), Argentine
Dress and Fashion: An Interdisciplinary Reader (Vervuert / Iberoamericana,
forthcoming 2013) and The Fashion Studies Handbook (Bloomsbury,
forthcoming 2013). She collaborates regularly with Latin American designers
and intellectuals affiliated with Raiz Disefo, a transnational design initiative,
Ay and Ixel Moda, Latin America's fashion congress.
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