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One of the joys of my position is advising all 37
master’s students in the Student Affairs and Higher
Education master’s program. Although | can’t take
credit for their accomplishments, | am very proud of
them; many students have stressed that | have
played an important role in their successes and
professional involvements. One of my primary goals
in teaching and advising students is helping students
develop as engaged and involved professionals.



Mentoring Students for
Successful Job Searches

Students graduating from the SAHE Program are
very well prepared to enter the field and are
extremely marketable in field.

Below are the 17 students from the most recent
graduating cohort (2013). They all accepted jobs in
the field inside and outside of Texas.

Alexandra Ewing New Student Programs Director, University of Texas Dallas
Amanda Hamilton Residence Hall Director, University of Kentucky

Amanda Villanueva Assistant Director of Student Activities, University of St. Thomas
Annise Richard Residence Hall Director, Georgia Southern University

Ariana Vargas Student Program Coordinator, Florida State University

Ashley McCall Academic Advisor |, PACE Center, Texas State University

Chanell Goodright Academic Advisor |, PACE Center, Texas State University

Derek Bell Complex Coordinator, University of Texas at San Antonio

Erin Williamson Student Development Specialist 1l, Texas A&M University

Gem Nguyen Career Advisor, Trinity University

Jasmine Merritt Academic Advisor |, University of Texas at San Antonio

Joanne Wang International Student Advisor, Syracuse University

Karissa Morgan Residence Hall Director, Arizona State University

Laramie McWilliams  Asst. Coordinator for the Leadership Institute, Texas State University
Nicholas Fuselier Student Success Coordinator, University of New Orleans

Ruben Mercado Residence Coordinator, University of North Carolina Charlotte
Staci Perez Student Development Specialist Il, Texas State University

In the current second-year cohort, 5 of the 18 students
already have accepted positions in the field.



Recent Alumni Leading
in the Field

Amanda Hamilton (‘13) serves as a
Residence Hall at the University of
Kentucky and was recently elected to
the College Personnel Association of
Kentucky's executive board.

Nick Fuselier (‘13) was
elected to the Directorate
for the American College
Personnel Association’s
Standing Committee for
Graduate Students and New |
Professionals. He now
serves as a Student Success
Coordinator at the
University of New Orleans.

Ruben Mercado (“13) was
selected as the Graduate
Assistant of the Year by the
Division of Student Affairs and
serves as a Residence
Coordinator for the University
of North Carolina- Charlotte.




Student Awards &
Scholarships

In the past 3 years students have received
numerous awards and scholarships within Texas
State, regionally, and nationally. Examples are
these awards are included below:

Celebrity Classic Scholarship Recipient

Graduate Research Assistant of the Year for Student Affairs Division

Graduate Student Affairs Council Professional Development Scholarship Recipient
Graduate Student Scholarship to NACADA (Academic Advising Professional
Association)

TACUSPA Texas Higher Education Law Conference Scholarship Recipient

2013 Recipient of the Holmes Award national fraternity, Alpha Kappa Lambda
Winners of TACUSPA Graduate Student Case Study Competition

"Best In Show" Award for Educational Session at ACUI Region 12 Conference
2013 TACUSPA Annual Conference Scholarship Recipient

National Association for Campus Activities Graduate Student Intern

Selected to Introduce Governor Bill Richardson as a Keynote Speaker at the National
Association of Student Personnel Administrators annual conference

Graduate Assistant of the Year at the National Association for Campus Activities
(NACA) Central Region Conference

Graduate College Scholarship Recipient

Equity and Access Grant Recipient, Male Student Success- Men of Color Initiatives
Equity and Access Grant Recipient, Hispanic Serving Institution initiatives

San Antonio Colleges and Universities Career Centers Association Achievement
Award, 2013




Jessica Perez, Angelica McLean
and Abreetta Goode were
honored with the “Best in
Show” award for the
Educational Sessions they
presented at the Association of
College Unions International

Regional Conference at Texas
A&M University.

Dave Gallander was selected
as a Graduate Student Intern
for the National Association
for Campus Activities (NACA)
and received the 2013 NACA
Graduate Assistant of the
Year award, a national
honor.

Eden Bunch (Left) was awarded
San Antonio Colleges and
Universities Career Centers
Association Achievement Award.
Angelica McLean (Center) was
awarded the TACUSPA Texas
Higher Education Law Conference
Scholarship. Rebecca Alejos
(Right) won the TACUSPA
Graduate Student Case Study
Competition.




Student Professional
Involvement & Leadership

| intentionally mentor students to be actively
engaged in the profession through presentation,
volunteer, and leadership opportunities. Here are
some examples of this involvement:

American College Personnel Association Graduate Student Intern

Graduate Research Assistant of the Year, 2013

Directorate Member for American College Personnel Association's (ACPA) Standing
Committee for Graduate Students and New Professionals

National Association for Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA) The Placement
Exchange Ambassador

Blogger for StudentAffairsCollective.org

Facilitator for National Association for Campus Activities Huge Leadership Weekend
Facilitator for The LeaderShape Institute

Presenter at ACUI Region 12 Conference

Presenter at Multicultural Student Leadership Summit at Baylor University

Student Track Chair for the ACUI 2014 Regional Conference Planning Team

Student Regional Director on ACUI Region 12 Leadership Team

Presenter at National Association for Campus Activities Regional Conference
Presenter at National Association for Campus Activities National Conference
Presenter at SWACUHO (Housing and Residence Life Professional Association)
College Personnel Association of Kentucky's executive board

Co-Chair for Texas State Academic Advisors Training and Enhancement Team
Awards & Scholarships Coordinator as part of Regional Leadership Team for ACUI
College of Education Graduate House Representative (Associated Student Government)
Dean of Students Judicial Hearing Board Graduate Student member

Respectable, Educated, Accomplished Ladies (R.E.A.L.) Retreat, Lead facilitator ‘Den
Mom’

Presenter at Professional Development Day at the University of Texas at Austin
Hispanic Policy Network, Secretary

Presenter at Student Conference on Latino Affairs

Facilitator for Texas State’s Leadership Institute Annual Conference
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Natalie Undis, first-year SAHE Student, was a featured blogger
on The Student Affairs Collective, a leading website in the
field. This is an excerpt from her post on March 3, 2014
entitled Responding vs. Reacting to Social Media.

We already know that, as student affairs educators, we should engage in meaningful
conversations with those who interact with our programs and services to get the feedback we
need to make things better. What I think we need to do more of is treat social mediaasa
valuable tool to assess what students think about what we do because it's a platform
they’'re much more comfortable with. We need 1o recognize that students are going to be
more honest (in both positive and negative ways) about their feelings behind the completely
transparent digital curtain than they will be on a paper survey as they're leaving our program.
And we need to show them we're listening.

Natalie Undis Is a first year graduate student In the Student Affairs in Higher Education program
at Texas State University and the Leadership & New Student Programs Graduate Research
Assistant in the Planning, Assessment, Leadership, & Marketing Office in the LBJ Student Center.
She is a self-proclaimed nerd and introvert, a true Tennessean, a Belmont Bruin, an Alpha
Gamma Delta, and one of Hanson's biggest fans.

Texas State SAHE Students &
Alumni attending the Association
for College Unions International
Regional Conference- three of
the students/ alumni- Abreetta
Goode, Natalie Undis, and Erin
Williamson- hold leadership
roles in the organization.




Students’ Professional
Association Involvement

Prior to my arrival at Texas State it was not very
common for students to attend regional or national
conferences. Now, every attends at least one
regional or national conference during their time in
the program. Many are selected to present or serve
in volunteer or leadership roles.

American College Personnel Association (ACPA)

National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA)

National Association for Campus Activities- regional and national (NACA)

Association for College Unions International- regional and national (ACUI)

National Orientation Directors Association (NODA)

American Association of Hispanics in Higher Education (AAHHE)

Texas Association of College & University Student Personnel Administrators (TACUSPA)
Texas Association of Black Personnel in Higher Education

Women in the Academy Conference at Baylor University

Women in Higher Education Leadership Summit

Southwest Association of College and University Housing Officers
National Academic Advising Association

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities

Latino Male Symposium at the University of Texas at Austin
Professional Development Day at the University of Texas at Austin
National Association of College Admissions Counseling

Association for Latino Professionals in Finance and Accounting
National Conference on Race and Ethnicity




SAHE Students attending
the Texas Association for
College and University
Student Personnel
Administrators. They are
posing with Vincent Tinto,
a leading researcher in the

field.
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omen In Higher Education Leadership Summit SAHE _SFUdent Laramie
E 2013 E McWilliams (center,

front) attended the
Women in Higher
Education Leadership
Summit at the
University of San
Diego.

First-year SAHE students Sadie
Randall (Left) and Mary Kate
Kennedy (Right) with me
(center) at the American
College Personnel Association.
They were eager to get
involved, and | coached them
on how to get the most out of
the conference experience and
on networking.




