
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know: 
Eels can absorb oxygen through their skin and gills, allowing them to travel 
over land, particularly wet grass or mud. Eels also can cover their entire 
bodies with a mucous layer, making them nearly impossible to capture by 
hand making “slippery as an eel” more than just a figure of speech.  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 1 (800) 344-WILD www.fws.gov September 2011 
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