
 

Watercolor Butterflies 
How to make a multicolored butterfly with a paper towel roll 

Supplies needed:  

• Paper towels or coffee filters 
• Liquid watercolors 
• Water 
• Small paint brushes or medicine droppers 
• Pipe cleaner 
• Paper towel roll 
• Paint  
• Glue 
• Tape 

Directions:  

1. Using the paint brush or medicine dropper, cover a paper towel or coffee filter 
with the watercolor paint. Let dry. 

2. Cut a paper towel roll into various sizes and paint with your desired butterfly color. 
3. Form the dry towels or filters into wings by holding both sides and twisting in the 

middle. 
4. Tape the wings onto one side of the painted paper towel roll. 
5. On the other side, poke two holes at the top of the roll. Thread a pipe cleaner 

through and form into antennae. 
6. Finish by adding details to the butterfly, like a face and pipe cleaner legs! 
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