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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 

Poet Albert Goldbarth was born on January 31, 1948 in Chicago, Illinois. 
He earned a B.A. in English from the University of Illinois at Chicago Circle in 
1969 and a M.F.A. in Creative Writing from the University of Iowa in 1971. 
Goldbarth began a long teaching career in 1971 at Elgin (Illinois) Community 
College. His first book of poetry, Coprolites, was published in 1973, followed by 
Jan. 31 (which was nominated in 1975 for the National Book Award), and Opticks 
in 1974. Also in 1974, Goldbarth began work towards a doctorate in Creative 
Writing at the University of Utah. Continuing to write and publish poetry 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Goldbarth won two National Endowment for 
the Arts Creative Writing Fellowships (1979-1980, 1986-1987), a Guggenheim 
Fellowship (1984), and two Voertman Poetry Awards from the Texas Institute of 
Letters (for Different Fleshes in 1980 and for Original Light in 1984).  Goldbarth has 
taught English at Cornell University (1974-1976), Syracuse University (1976-
1977), University of Texas at Austin (1977-1987), and at Wichita State University 
(1987-present).  
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SCOPE AND CONTENTS 
 

These papers are comprised of the handwritten drafts of Goldbarth’s book 
of poetry, Different Fleshes, winner of the 1980 Voertman Poetry award from the 
Texas Institute of Letters. This material, in two spiral bound notebooks, also 
includes several loose sheets and one newspaper clipping dated 1978. 
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Container List 
 

Box Folder 
 
1 1 Different Fleshes, manuscript (2 spiral bound notebooks), n.d.   


