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Posters are displayed in the student lounge on the third floor.
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ORAL SESSION

8:30

-

9:00 WELCOME

9:00

-

9:15 Abigail Meeks

Mapping potential disturbance to waterbirds on 

Texas’ Coast

PhD Serenari

9:15

-

9:30 Bhatt Padam

Immuno-regulatory tRF molecules: Emerging players 

in chromatin regulation.

PhD Kang

9:30

-

9:45 Kyndal Irwin

Reproductive allotment affects risk-taking behavior in 

the live-bearing Western mosquitofish

PhD Gabor

9:45

-

10:00 Dinesh Pujara

Exploring tRNA-derived RNA fragments (tRFs) as the 

elusive mobile signal in plant systemic acquired 

resistance

PhD Kang

10:00

-

10:30 BREAK

10:30

-

10:45 Issy Changsut

Pathogen challenge reveals clear links between photo-

symbiont density and host immunity in the 

facultatively symbiotic coral, Astrangia poculata

PhD Fuess

10:45

-

11:00 Bhavya Doddavarapu

Establishing Förster Resonance Energy Transfer (FRET) 

system for examining the interaction between small 

RNAs and proteins

PhD Kang

11:00

-

11:15 Saika Anne

Copper stress response in Pseudogymnoascus 

destructans: Identification and characterization of 

Copper Responsive Cluster

PhD Peterson

11:15

-

11:30 Thilakshi Abeywickrama

Exploring the molecular mechanism of tRNA 

fragments functioning as enhancer RNAs in triggering 

transcription during stress responses.

PhD Kang

11:30

-

13:00 LUNCH  POSTER SESSION

13:00

-

13:15 Emran Sajib IBR5-mediated regulation of plant auxin response MS Dharmasiri

13:15

-

13:30 Tanzila Choity

Development of a transgenic system for 

overexpressing tRNA derived small RNAs to enhance 

plant resistance

MS Kang

13:30

-

13:45 Taylor Ranson

Polymicrobial biofilm formation and influence on 

corrosion during spaceflight

MS McLean

13:45

-

14:00 BREAK

14:00

-

14:15 Spencer Levings

Role of urban stream syndrome on morphology of the 

livebearing mosquitofish, Gambusia affinis

ug Gabor

14:15

-

14:30 Grace Hathorn

Effect of sunfish predator cues on the cognitive skills 

of the Western mosquitofish (Gambusia affinis)

ug Gabor

14:30

-

14:45 Kayla Tellez

Effects of sex and visual cues on behavior in 

Heterandria formosa

ug Gabor

14:45

-

15:00 BREAK

15:00

-

15:15 Ikechukwu Opara

Working together to control the size: Roles of auxin 

and calcium in cell size determination in Arabidopsis

MS Dharmasiri

15:15

-

15:30 Heshini Weerakkody

Reconciling with the changing environment: Role of 

PIC3 in plant response to increasing temperature

MS Dharmasiri

15:30

-

15:45 Udayangani Mudiyanselage

Establishing a transgenic plant system to assess 

the effectiveness of engineered tRFs in activating 

custom target genes

MS Kang
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POSTER SESSIONS: 11:30 - 13:30

1 Peyton Abdelbaki

Tracking symbiont uptake rates and immunity in a model 

anemone Exaiptasia diaphana

UG

2 Alexandra Beaver

A novel nucleic acid isolation method for use in wastewater 

based epidemiology

MS

3 Kuntz Joe

Mercury concentrations in wet cat food sold in the United 

States

MS

4 Sophia Kottke

Mobility of a tRNA fragment under biotic stress and its 

potential involvement in systemic acquired resistance in 

plants 

UG

5 Louis Oviedo

Using a facultatively symbiotic coral to investigate immune 

regulation of host-symbiont dynamics

UG

6 Zuleyca Subvillaga

Student's perceptions of leeches after participation in a 

Microbiology CURE 

UG

7 Rebecca Villarreal

Impact of rising temperatures and oncreasing nitrogen 

input on invasive Phragmites australis in coastal wetlands

UG


