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Welcome to the Spring 2015 

Newsletter of the Department 

of Geography. This is my first 
“greetings from the Chair” col-

umn and my second year as 

Chair. Let me start by thanking 

Dr. Phil Suckling for his eight 

years of service at the helm of 

our department. He left a 
healthy, successful, collabora-

tive, and friendly group of fac-

ulty and staff, and I am honored 

to be his successor. I also want 

to thank Associate Chair Dr. 

Ron Hagelman, for his support, 
counsel, and friendship, and 

the faculty for their dedication 

to the students, the depart-

ment, and the university, and 

for their willingness to explore 

new directions for the Geogra-
phy department in an evolving 

and increasingly challenging 

academic landscape. I want to 

extend an especially heartfelt 

thanks to all the staff of the de-

partment for their work ethic, 
competence, attitude, enthusi-

asm, and for their willingness 

to go the extra mile (or miles!) 

to ensure that the department 

is a successful and welcoming 

community of students, alumni, 
staff, and faculty. 

The past two academic years 

have been eventful. In Fall 

2013, the department success-

fully completed its Academic 

Program Review, a formal pro-
cess of review of academic pro-

grams that takes place every 

five years and is conducted by 

external re-

viewers. One 

of the recom-
mendations of 

the reviewers 

was to pursue 

a PhD name 

change for the 

Environmen-
tal Geography 

program. The 

faculty and 

the university 

upper administration agreed 

with the recommendation and 
as a result we are proud to an-

nounce that as of January 9, 

2015, the Texas Higher Educa-

tion Coordinating Board has au-

thorized our department to 

offer a PhD program in Geogra-
phy—that is, without the 

“Environmental” qualifier. (The 

department has retained its 

two others PhD programs in 

Geographic Information Sci-

ence and Geographic Educa-
tion.) As a result of the name 

change, we will be able to con-

tinue our strong environmental 

traditions and also recruit new 

students in all sub-fields of Ge-

ography. In Fall 2014 we also 

graduated our 100th PhD, a 

symbolic but meaningful mile-

stone that attests to the health 
and success of our program. 

Our PhDs work in academia, the 

public and private sector, and 

research centers all over the 

world, making us proud and 

honored of their accomplish-
ments. 

Another milestone for the de-

partment was the establish-
ment of the National Center for 

Research and Geographic Edu-

cation (NCRGE), a joint venture 

of the Department of Geogra-

phy’s Grosvenor Center and the 

Association of American Geog-
raphers (AAG). This is, to my 

knowledge, the first national 

center established on campus, 

and the first time the AAG has 

partnered with a single institu-

tion on an initiative of this 

magnitude. The partnership has 
the potential for shaping geog-

raphy education policies and 

research at the national and in-

ternational level. We also 

strengthened our research and 

teaching collaboration with the 
Meadows Center for Water and 

the Environment,  

Dr. Alberto Giordano, Professor and Chair 

“In Fall 2014 we 

graduated our 

100th PhD” 
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 a university center directed by 

Dr. Andy Sansom, Professor of 

Practice in our department and a 
graduate of our PhD program. We 

are also pleased to announce 

that, as of April 13, 2015, the 

Government Partnership Pro-

gram (GPP) has a new director, 

Dr. Rebecca Davio. Rebecca, also 
an Assistant professor of Practice 

in Geography, brings considera-

ble managerial and leadership 

experience acquired while work-

ing in the private sector and for 

the State of Texas. Dr. Davio suc-
ceeds Dr. Robert Larsen, GPP’s 

founder and director for thirteen 

years, who has entered phased 

retirement. The Government 

Partnership Program has brought 

to the university over 
$12,000,000 in grants over the 

course of thirteen years, and has 

supported, trained, and helped 

find permanent employment for 

over 400 students, mostly in Ge-

ography. Dr. Larsen will continue 
to stay involved in GPP to ensure 

a smooth and successful transi-

tion and to help pursuing new 

opportunities and projects. 

I cannot, in this column, cover all 

that has happened in the depart-
ment since I became Chair, but I 

do want to mention two events 

that have resonated not only in-

side the university but also at the 

State, national, and international 

level. The first is the visit of Pres-
ident Banda of Malawi and her 

contingent to the department in 

Fall 2013. In addition to deliver-

ing the 2013 Grosvenor Lecture, 

President Banda met with a large 
group of faculty from Geography 

and other departments, as well 

as several university administra-

tors, to discuss collaboration 

possibilities and teaching and 

research opportunities between 

Texas State and the country of 

Malawi. President Banda’s visit 

was an honor for all of us in Ge-
ography and in the university, as 

this was the first time ever a sit-

ting President visited Texas 

State. The second especially no-

table event occurred in January 

2015, when the Department of 
Geography co-organized with the 

Meadows Center, the Texas Trib-

une, and the Texas Water Journal 

a panel on the history and future 

of the Edwards Aquifer Authority. 

Panelists and attendants includ-
ed many key players of the Ed-

wards Aquifer disputes of the 

1980s and 1990s, as well as aca-

demics, policy-makers, elected 

officials, and interested Texas cit-

izens. A video of the event is 
available online (http://

www.texastribune.org/plus/

water/vol-3/no-5/panel-

discussions-edwards-aquifer-

available/). 

We have also welcomed several 

new faculty members to the Ge-
ography community, starting in 

Fall 2013, when we were joined 

by two tenure-track Assistant 

Professors (Dr. Colleen Hiner and 

Dr. Kimberly Meitzen) and one 
tenure-track Associate Professor 

(Dr. Jason Julian). Colleen (PhD, 

University of California Davis, 

2012) is an Environmental Geog-

rapher who specializes in Envi-

ronmental Management, Cultural 

Ecology, and the Urban-Rural 

Fringe. Kimberly (PhD, University 

of South Carolina, 2011) is a Hy-
drologist with research and 

teaching interests in Fluvial Pro-

cesses and Geomorphology, Riv-

er Basin Management, and Bioge-

ography. Jason (PhD, University 

of North Carolina, 2007) is an En-
vironmental Geographer who fo-

cuses on Water Resources, Land 

Use/Land Cover Change, River 

Ecosystems, and Fluvial Geomor-

phology. In Fall 2014, we were 

joined by two additional tenure-
track Assistant Professors. Dr. Yi-

hong Yuan (PhD, University of 

California Santa Barbara, 2013) is 

a Geographic Information Scien-

tist who specializes in Spatio-

Temporal Data Mining, Human 
Mobility Modeling, and Travel 

Behavior. Dr. Russell “Rusty” 

Weaver (PhD, SUNY Buffalo, 

2012) is an Urban Geographer 

who focuses on Urban Change 

and Decline and Spatial Analysis. 
Lastly, we have appointed Dr. Mi-

chael Solem, Director of Educa-

tional Research and Programs for 

the Association of American Ge-

ographers (AAG), to the position 

of Research Professor of Geogra-
phy. 

In the academic year 2014-2015 

we have hired four new faculty 

members: Dr. Rebecca Davio for 

the GPP directorship, and one 

Senior Lecturer in Geology, one 
tenure-track Assistant Professor 

in Climatology, and one tenure-

track Assistant Professor in Polit-

ical Geography. We are also in-

terviewing candidates for a fifth 
position, an Endowed Chairship 

in Water Conservation, to be 

hosted in the Geography depart-

ment and at the Meadows Cen-

ter.  

 

“Our students leave 

the  department 

with the skills and 

education that 

allows them to be 

informed citizens 

and  future leaders” 
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More on the new hires after these 

new colleagues join us in the Fall 

2015 semester. Finally, three fac-
ulty members were promoted. As 

of Fall 2013, Drs. Richard Dixon 

and Yongmei Lu were promoted to 

Full Professor and Dr. Edwin Chow 

was promoted to Associate Pro-

fessor with tenure. Warm congrat-
ulations to Rich, Yongmei, and Ed! 

I also want to recognize and cele-

brate the legacy, accom-

plishments, and contribu-

tions of three colleagues 

who have recently retired, 
Dr. Kimmel, Dr. Day, and 

Dr. Macey. For their ser-

vice to the students, the 

department, the universi-

ty, and the professional communi-

ty, these colleagues have been 
awarded the title of Emeritus Pro-

fessor by Texas State University 

and the Department of Geogra-

phy. 

Dr. James “Jim” R. Kimmel retired 

in May 2013 after twenty-two 
years of service to the Depart-

ment of Geography at Texas State 

University. Jim received his PhD 

from the University of Texas at 

Austin. During his career at Texas 

State, Dr. Kimmel taught sixteen 
different undergraduate and grad-

uate courses and developed the 

Nature and Heritage Tourism Mi-

nor and the Certificate in Environ-

mental Interpretation. Jim is the 

author of two books published by 
Texas A&M University Press (The 

San Marcos: A River’s Story and 

Exploring the Brazos River) and 

several book chapter, journal arti-

cles, and conference proceedings. 
His service to the department and 

the university includes the Associ-

ate Directorship of the Rivers Sys-

tems Institute (now the Meadows 

Center for Water and the Environ-

ment), membership in the com-

mittee that developed the first 
PhD program at Texas State, the 

establishment of the Touchstone-

Kimmel Scholarship in the Depart-

ment of Geography, and service in 

the Faculty Senate. Dr. Kimmel 

was the recipient of numerous 
honors, including the National 

Council for Geographic Education 

Distinguished Teaching Service 
Award, the Association of Ameri-

can Geographers Globe Book 

Award for Public Understanding of 

Geography, the Dean of Liberal 

Arts Scholarship Award, and the 

San Marcos River Foundation 
Friends of the River Award. In 

2005-2008, he was the recipient 

of the Jesse H. and Mary Gibbs 

Jones Professor of Southwestern 

Studies endowed professorship.  

Dr. Frederick “Fred” A. Day retired 
in May 2014 after twenty-six 

years of service to Texas State 

University. He received his Ph.D. 

from Ohio State University in 

1982 and went on to teach at the 

University of Colorado and East 
Carolina University before joining 

Texas State in 1988. Fred is a hu-

man geographer whose research 

work has focused on understand-

ing the geographic and socio-
economic processes underlying 

population change, and in particu-

lar the effects of rapid population 

growth, migration, and depopula-

tion of the Great Plains. During 

the course of his career, Fred re-

ceived numerous teaching awards 
and advised over eighty Texas 

State graduate students. At Texas 

State, he taught courses in popu-

lation geography and the regional 

geography of Asia at the under-

graduate, Master’s and Ph.D. lev-
els. Dr. Day also served as Presi-

dent of the Southwest Division of 

the Association of 

American Geogra-

phers in 1995. A 

speaker of three 
foreign languages, 

Dr. Day has trav-

eled extensively 

and worked five 

years in Asia.  He 

joined the Peace Corps in the ear-
ly 1970s and spent two years 

teaching middle school in Korea.  

From 1975 to 1978 he conducted 

research on the efficiency of pub-

lic health care center locations in 

Thailand. In the summer of 1998 
and for the 2003-2004 school 

years Dr. Day returned to Korea to 

teach Population Geography at 

Seoul National University, Korea’s 

most prestigious university. 

Dr. Susan M. Macey retired in May 
2014 after twenty-six of service 

to Texas State University. She re-

ceived her Ph.D. from the Univer-

sity of Illinois in 1982 and went 

on to teach at the University of 

Kentucky and Rutgers University 
before joining Texas State in 

1988. At Texas State, Dr. Macey 

taught over twenty graduate and 

undergraduate courses spanning 

several areas in the discipline, in-
cluding techniques, energy, natu-

ral and technological hazards, and 

health geography.  

  

our undergraduate program is 

thriving, with over 600 majors in  

Geography and about 200  
minors in  Geology.”
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She also created several cours-

es in GIS. Susan’s research in-

terests include GIS, environ-
mental hazards, energy, medi-

cal geography, behavioral ge-

ography, and aging. During the 

course of her career, she has 

authored twenty-two refereed 

journal articles, six conference 
papers, four book chapters, five 

reports, and fifty paper presen-

tations at regional, national and 

international meetings, and ob-

tained external grants worth 

more than $465,000. Her ser-
vice to the discipline include 

Texas State delegate to the Uni-

versity Consortium for Geo-

graphic Information Science, 

and director/chair of four Asso-

ciation of American Geogra-
phers’ Specialty Groups. At the 

state and local levels, she 

served on the Texas Geographic 

Information Council and the 

Capital Area Geographic Infor-

mation Systems Planning Coun-

cil. After spending twenty-six 
years in Central Texas, Susan 

has retired to her hometown of 

Melbourne, Australia. 

 

Dr. Brock Brown and Dr. Phil 

Suckling will retire in May 
2015. These colleagues will be 

honored at the 2015 Alumni 

Reunion and Student Celebra-

tion, scheduled for May 1st at 

the Freeman Ranch. I will cele-

brate their career and accom-
plishments in the next depart-

ment’s newsletter; for now, I 

want to thank Brock and Phil for 

their outstanding service to the 

department, their dedication to 

students, and their love for Ge-
ography. 

 

To conclude this column, I want 

to close by celebrating our un-

dergraduate program, which is 
thriving, with over 600 majors 

in Geography and about 200 

minors in Geology. Our stu-

dents leave the department 

with the skills and education 

that allows them to be in-
formed citizens and future 

leaders, and to start productive 

and rewarding careers in the 

public and private sector. This 

is due not only to their talent 

and abilities, work, and passion 
for Geography, but also to a 

committed and dedicated facul-

ty and staff. To my colleagues 

and all students, I want to send 

my big “Thank You” for your 

support, inspiration, and appre-
ciation for each other and for 

the field of Geography. 
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1 9 6 5
D e p a r t m e n t  o f

G e o g r a p h y  i s
c r e a t e d .  D r .  A l l e n

H e l l m a n  i s  c h a i r .

1 9 8 1
J o ur na l  o f  G e o gr a phy  r a nk s
de pa r t m e nt  unde r gr a dua t e

pr o gr a m  # 1  i n  t he  na t i o n

1 9 8 3
M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i s
o f f e r e d .  U n d e r g r a d u a t e
g e o g r a p h y  p r o g r a m
b e c a m e  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n
t h e  n a t i o n  w i t h  o v e r
4 0 0  u n d e r g r a d u a t e
s t u d e n t s .

1 9 94
D r .  L a w r e n c e  E s t a v i l l e
b e c o m e s  c h a i r  a n d
l e a d s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t
t h r o u g h  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l
p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h .

1 9 7 7
Dr. Richard Boehm
becomes chair. Faculty
triples from 5 to 15 while
Boehm was chair.

1 9 96
D e p a r t m e n t  a d d s  T e x a s

S t a t e ' s  f i r s t  d o c t o r a l
p r o g r a m .  T h e  f i r s t  f i v e
d o c t o r a l  s t u d e n t s  w e r e

a d m i t t e d  t h e  s a m e  y e a r .  

1 9 8 6
T e x a s  A l l i a n c e  f o r

G e o g r a p h i c
E d u c a t i o n ( T A G E )  i s

e s t a b l i s h e d .

GEOGRAPHY
A HISTORY OF MAKING 
HISTORY

TEXAS STATE

Faculty nearly
doubles from
16 to 29 while

Estaville is
chair

1995 Grad Student
Forum created



1 9 9 7
G i l b e r t  M .  G r o s v e n o r

C e n t e r  f o r  G e o g r a p h i c
E d u c a t i o n  i s
e s t a b l i s h e d .

200 1
D e p a r t m e n t  g a i n s

m e m b e r s h i p  i n t o  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  C o n s o r t i u m

f o r  G e o g r a p h i c
I n f o r m a t i o n  S c i e n c e

2005
D r .  P h i l  S u c k l i n g
b e c o m e s  c h a i r .  7 0
d o c t o r a l  d e g r e e s  w e r e
a w a r d e d  d u r i n g  h i s  8
y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .

20 1 3 - p r e s e n t
D r .  A l b e r t o  G i o r d a n o

b e c o m e s  c h a i r .  T h e
d e p a r t m e n t  n o w  h a s

o v e r  6 0 0  m a j o r s .

2000
L i s a  D e c h a n o  a n d
T o d d  V o t t e l e r
b e c o m e  T e x a s
S t a t e ' s  ( t h e n
S o u t h w e s t  T e x a s )
f i r s t  P h D  g r a d u a t e s .

22%
enrollment

increase
from

2008-2009

1999 Supporting
Women in Geography
(SWIG) is established

50 YEARS
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September 19, 2013, the Grosvenor Center hosted her Excellency 

President Joyce Banda of Malawi at the Alkek Library Teaching 

Theater. Texas State President Dr. Denise Trauth gave the wel-

come speech. President Banda presented a lecture on 

“Transformational Partnerships in Malawi” to the over 300 stu-

dents, faculty, staff, and invited guests in attendance. The Gilbert 

M. Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education, the Meadows 

Center for Water and the Environment and the 100 X Develop-

ment Foundation co-sponsored the event. 

 

President Banda is excited about the potential for changing lead-

ership in Africa through transformational partnerships. Her Excel-

lency said, “What I feel is that Africa is ready for female leader-

ship. I must say that I have been pleasantly surprised because 

Africa has always seemed a patriarchal society where there is no 

room for women. I am very excited about what I see. Africa can 

create space for women to participate in leadership.” President 

Banda served as foreign minister and the first vice president of 

Malawi before being elected to the presidency. 

 

In Malawi, about half of the population is living in poverty and 

President Banda is working with the UN and within Africa to im-

prove every citizen’s standard of living. “As long as there is still 

work to do, I shall continue working until the job is done,” declared 

President Banda, “I don’t even have a choice. For me it was a 

calling.” 

 

Contact the Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education for up-

coming Grosvenor Distinguished Lectures by calling (512) 245-

1823 or email lg33@txstate.edu. 

 

“Africa is not all about disasters, ca-
lamity, and fighting. There is good 

leadership out there – leadership that 
is hopeful, that puts people first. For 

me, this is the job. I will work until 
the job is done.” 

 

“The UN must listen to us because 
that is what they are there for, and to 

look at issues of poverty, develop-
ment, and health.” 

 

“Malawi has a youthful population in-
terested in university – as an area it 

has potential. We need to find schol-
arships for the students.” 

Her Excellency Dr. Joyce Banda President of Malawi Her Excellency Dr. Joyce Banda  

President of Malawi 
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http://www.landscapestudies.se
http://www.landscapestudies.se
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“SUPO and the friends I made 
in it have given me the confi-

dence and courage to begin ac-
tively perusing opportunities 
outside of classes and start 
thinking about my professional 
career. I can’t wait for the 
spring.”  -  Christina, SUPO 
Member, 2013 

http://txstsupo.weebly.com/
http://www.cnu.org
mailto:mc12@txstate.edu
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ALUMNI FOCUS 

https://www.southernct.edu/
https://www.southernct.edu/
http://www.cameron.edu/media-relea
http://www.cameron.edu/media-relea
http://www.cameron.edu/media-releases2014/Hackler
http://www.cameron.edu/media-releases2014/Hackler
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FACULTY NEWS 

http://sfi.usc.edu/news/2014/01/holocaust-geographies-collective-explores-visual-history-archive
http://sfi.usc.edu/news/2014/01/holocaust-geographies-collective-explores-visual-history-archive
http://sfi.usc.edu/news/2014/01/holocaust-geographies-collective-explores-visual-history-archive
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Nature and Heritage Tourism, Rivers, and a Quest 

for Geographic Holism  

Jim Kimmel Ph.D., Professor Emeritus 

“The general public 

needs to 

understand how 

our world works” 
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GIS Day 2013 

 



GEOGRAPHY
BY THE

NUMBERS
DEGREES CONFERRED IN THE LAST DECADE

34% OF ALL
Awarded by Texas State since
2004 were Geography Degrees

DOCTORAL DEGREES

GEONEWSGEONEWS



17                                                                                                                               GEONEWS   Vol. 20                                                                                                            

 

FROM THE GRADUATE  

COORDINATOR  Dr. David Butler,  Professor 

 

“It’s been a 

privilege to serve 

in this capacity”  
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 Grad Student Activity and Awards 

GRAD STUDENT FOCUS 

http://news.aag.org/2013/11/texas-state-u-student-completes-dissertation-field-work-in-costa-rica/
http://news.aag.org/2013/11/texas-state-u-student-completes-dissertation-field-work-in-costa-rica/
http://www.txstate.edu/rising-stars-retired/g-sandoval.html
http://www.txstate.edu/rising-stars-retired/g-sandoval.html
http://www.txstate.edu/rising-stars-retired/g-sandoval.html
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Undergrad and student org 
UNDERGRADUATE FOCUS 
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The Geology Club: Dinosaur Track Devotees 
 

mailto:txstgeologyclub@gmail.com
mailto:txstgeologyclub@gmail.com


23                                                                                                                               GEONEWS   Vol. 20                                                                                                            
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Grants 

 

 

Grosvenor Distinguished Lecture Series 
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“This semester, 

the Research &  

Information 

desk will be 

extending its 

hours” 
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A LITTLE NEWS FROM  VALLADOLID, 
MEXICO 

“DOC” AUGUSTIN 

 
The Texas Alliance for Geographic Education's 2014-2015 Alliance Net-
work Grant was approved in the amount of $60,000 by the National Geo-
graphic Education Foundation’s Board of Governors. 
The Grosvenor Center and the National Center for Research in Geography 
Education received a total of $50,000 from the Legett Foundation in Abi-
lene, TX and the Community Foundation of Abilene, TX on behalf of the 
Kickapoo Springs Foundation.  
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This Year in SOGIS 
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ALUMNI REUNION  

Our 21st year celebration 
will mark 50 years of the 
department's existence at 
Texas State University. It 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 2, 2015 at 
the Freeman Center in 
San Marcos, Texas.  

http://

www.geo.txstate.edu/

alumni-central/

reunion.html 

http://www.txstate.edu/freemanranch/about/Map.html
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Upcoming events 

C

UPCOMING EVENTS  

http://www.geo.txstate.edu/prospective-students/business-card-directory.html
http://www.geo.txstate.edu/prospective-students/business-card-directory.html

