


Greetings from the Chair

Dr. Alberto Giordano, Professor and Chair
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International Leader Tackles Poverty and
Education in Malawi
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Last November, Dr. Denise Blanchard was among CBF’s most successful living shoreline sites: College
1,200 participants from all over the U.S. at the 2014  Creek at St. John’s College and Hoffman Park in the
Joint Summit of the 24th Biennial Meeting of The Parkwood Community. Pictured is Dr. Blanchard on
Coastal Society and the 7th National Meeting on the field trip, Dr. Schneder lecturing at College
Coastal and Estuarine Restoration outside of Wash-  Creek, and a section of living shoreline restoration
ington, DC at National Harbor, MD. The conference’s at Hoffman Park. The group also toured the head-
theme entitled, “Inspiring Action, Creating Resili- quarters of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

ence” encompassed a wide array of coastal and es-

tuarine topics such as: Living Shorelines,
Building Community Resilience to Coastal
Hazards, Technology and Tools for Coastal
and Estuary Management, Restoration Sci-
ence, Coastal and Marine Spatial Visualiza-
tion and Planning, Planning for Climate
Change, Improving Water Quality, New Para-
digms in Coastal Resources Management,
and Impacts from Hurricanes Sandy and
Katrina. Dr. Blanchard also participated in a
“Living Shorelines Project” field trip in An-
napolis, MD, hosted by the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation (CBF). Dr. Rob Schneder lec-
tured on techniques, planning and design
needed for successful projects at two of

Brief report on the “Relational at the Swedish University of Agri-
landscape studies of urbaniza- culture Sciences. Below are some :
tion” conference in Alnarp, photos of the campus as well as

Sweden (June 2014) from Malmo, Sweden, the most

proximate metropolitan area.

By Colleen C. Hiner

In June 2014, | attended the
“Relational landscape studies of
urbanization” conference, in Al-
narp, Sweden. The conference
including presenters from several
continents and many countries
and sought to “explore the poten-
tial of relational landscape stud-
ies as a means to gain more nu-
anced understanding of the
messy processes of urbanisation
and peri-urbanisation” (per the
conference website: http://
www.landscapestudies.se). Paper
topics all related to the
“landscape” theme and included
presenters from fields like geog-
raphy, environmental studies,
planning, agriculture, history, and 7%
political ecology. The conference
was hosted by Department of
Landscape Architecture, Planning
and Management and took place

.: 9 GEONEWS Vol. 20
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The Name Change | SUPO

The official name of the organization shall, from now on, be known as: The Texas State University Stu-
dent Urban Planner’s Organization; a chapter of the Students for the New Urbanism

The Colloquial Name shall be known as: The Student
Urban Planner’s Organization

The abbreviation for all intents and purposes shall be: ASUPO and the f
SUPO

I n it have give
dence and cour ac

SUPO | Our Members, Our tively perusing
i ) outside of <cl| as:
Involvement, Our Organization. thinking about
Along with changing a lot about the organization, it is career. I cankt
inarguable that the differences attracted some of the sprinA@htldi stina,

best students that the Department of Geography can Me mber, 2013
offer. Out of the 9 meetings in total during the semes-
ter, our maximum attendance was 43 people total. Of
the people that came to meetings, we had 36 people
pay the $20 dues to get a T Shirt and become official
members. On average, our meeting attendance was 21.5 people, a drastic increase from years passed. Of
the three social events we held, an average of 18 people were at each. Of the two projects, nearly every
member signed up to be a part in one way or another while a handful of others helped in any way they
could. The volunteer events had an average of 9 people. We have a mix of undergraduates and graduate
students ranging from freshmen to 2" year graduate studies students from ages 18 to 56. Allin all, the
organization has gained notoriety in not only Urban Planning majors, but Geography majors as well.
SUPOQ is active and growing this semester, with a new officer board, and over 20 regular members. We
will be taking a field trip in April to the Mueller Redevelopment in Austin and taking a trip to Dallas-Fort
Worth to CNU-23. CNU-23 is the Annual Conference for the Congress for New Urbanism, and the theme
this year is “Meeting the Demand for Walkable Places.” For more information on SUPO, go to
http://txstsupo.weebly.com/. For more information on CNU-23, go to www.cnu.org.

Since its launch, the geoguest / geography Career and Internship

TRACS site has logged more than 50,000 user-visits by both geog-
» « raphy students and geography alumni searching for career infor-
® . mation, job postings and networking opportunities. Thanks in

EACHING < EsEARcH = coLasomanion  l@rge part to the assistance of a network of geography alumni, the
TRACS site displays hundreds of job and internship descriptions

NetID geoguest every year which have helped many Texas State Geographers get
their careers started or make a career advancement move. The
Password  ge0graphy site also holds a collection of career information documents, links
) to Texas State Career Services Department resources - available
I to alumni as well as current students - and links to organizations

that frequently employ geographers. Finally, the geoguest / geog-
raphy TRACS site maintains all seven editions of the Geography Alumni Business Card Directory - a most
valuable tool for researching geography-related careers and finding networking contacts. If you are
planning for an internship, your first job or thinking about a career move, an hour or so browsing the
resources posted on the site will very likely be worth your time! If you or your organization have an in-
ternship or job opportunity you would like to post on the geoguest / geography Career and Internship
TRACS site, please forward to Mark Carter @ mcl2@txstate.edu.
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ALUMNY FO

Neng Wan accepted
a position as tenure-
track Assistant
Professor in the
Department of
Geography at the
University of Utah.
Nen’s advisor was Dr.
Ben Zhan.

Matt Patton

(advisor: Dr. Denise
Blanchard-Boehm)
accepted a two-and-a-
half year post-
doctoral position at
the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

M?tt will b(f.’ quking *Points represent the current
with Dr. Leilani locations of the alumni on this
Arthur‘s in the page. Graphic by Aja Brooks.
Department of Earth

and Atmospheric
Sciences at Nebraska.

Elyse Zavar accepted a tenure-track position in the Department of Geography at Southern
Connecticut State University in New Haven, CT (https://
www.southernct.edu/).

Cameron University has

Yan Lin (advisor: Dr. Zhan) accepted a tenure-track, Assistant Professor honored Edris Montalvo
position in GIScience at South Dakota State. (Texas State Geography
PhD 2010) its highest
Matthew Connolly accepted a position as tenure-track Assistant teaching award! We are all
Professor in the Department of Geography at the University of Central very proud of Edris as he
Arkansas beginning Fall 2014. Matt graduated from the GIScience PhD holds our Texas State

program in August 2013 and is currently on a one-year visiting lectureship at Geography flag high!

the University Utah. Matt’ jor advi Dr. Ron Hagel .
e University Uta att’s major advisor was Dr. Ron Hagelman hito://www.cameron.edu/

media-releases2014/
Hackler

Larry Kleitches was hired as a full-time instructor/temporary assistant
professor at Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania.

Briane R. Willis graduated from the geography department in 2012 and will be graduating in
August 2015 with a M.S. in Environmental Education and Interpretation from the University of Wisconsin
-Stevens Point.

The work of Geography PhD alum Matthew Connolly and faculty co-authors Ron Hagelman and Sven
Fuhrmann was recently published in the International Journal of Applied Geospatial Research. The

paper, “Estimating Residential Carbon Footprints for an American City,” has been selected as [JAGR’s
Best Paper for 2012. (http://www.irma-international.org/viewtitle/70661/)
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FACULTY N

Butler Receives Graduate College

Mentoring Award

Dr. David R. Butler, Texas State University
System Regents’ Professor in the Depart-
ment of Geography, is the recipient of the
inaugural (2014) Graduate College Outstand-
ing Mentor Award. This award recognizes a
faculty member who has had outstanding

success in mentoring graduate students. Dr. Butler will receive the
award in a Graduate College Award Ceremony held during Graduate
Student Appreciation Week on April 10, 2015.

Dr. Richard Boehm

Received the Dean’s Excellence
Award in Scholarly/Creative Activi-
ties

Awarded $200,000 by the National
Science Foundation for the project
"RAPID: Geospatial Resources, Mate-
rials, and Tools for STEM Teacher
Preparation." This is the first award
that results directly from the crea-
tion of NCRGE, an initiative of the
AAG, the Grosvenor Center, and Tex-
as State Geography.

Mr. Mark Carter

-20 years of service at Texas State
-Received ALPHA-CHI Favorite
Professor Award

Dr. Tzee Kiu Edwin Chow
Tenured and promoted to Associ-
ate Professor.

Recognized as a "Favorite Profes-
sor" by the Alfred H. Nolle Chapter
of the Alpha Chi National College
Honor Society.

Awarded Research Enhancement
Program grant for 2014.

Dr. Brian Cooper
received the Dean’s Excellence
Award in Teaching
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Dr. Richard Dixon

Promoted to professor

Dr. Lawrence Estaville

Received Geography Champion
Award for establishing numerous
scholarships and awards at Tex-
as State University, Department
of Geography, 2013.

The Texas Health Atlas co-
authored by Lawrence Estaville
and former Texas State geogra-
phy doctoral student, Kristine
Egan, has been honored with the
Texas Reference Source Award
for 2014 by the Texas Reference
Source Award Committee of the
Texas Library Association’s Refer-
ence Round Table.

Honored with the Distinguished
Scholar Award by the AAG Ethnic
Geography Specialty Group.

National Marrow Donor Program
(NMDP) honored Dr. Estaville
with its Exceptional Service
Award for his work as a member
of the NMDP Board of Directors.

Received the Dean’s Excellence
Award in Service

Dr. Alberto Giordano

Profiled in the USC Shoah
Foundation article, “Holocaust
Geographies Collective Explores
Visual History Archive” regarding
his work with the Holocaust
Geographies Collective, a multi-
institutional, collaborative
research group.
http://sfi.usc.edu/news/2014/01/
holocaust-geographies-collective-
explores-visual-history-archive

Dr. Ron Hagleman

Elected to Chair of the AAG Region-
al Division Councilors. Ron’s term
will expire in Fall 2015.

The work of Geography PhD stu-
dent Matthew Connolly and facul-
ty co-authors Ron Hagelman and
Sven Fuhrmann was recently pub-
lished in the International Journal
of Applied Geospatial Research.
The paper, “Estimating Residential
Carbon Footprints for an American
City,” has been selected as IJAGR’s
Best Paper for 2012.
(http://www.irma-
international.org/viewtitle/70661/)

Dr. Colleen Hiner

Awarded a Research Enhancement
grant from Texas State University
to fund her project “Foothills in
flux: Wine and the production and
consumption of landscapes in the
Sierra Nevada foothills of Califor-
nia.” In this study, Dr. Hiner will
examine the transition of the Sier-
ra Nevada foothills from a place of
production to one of consump-
tion, chronicling the role of the
booming wine industry in (re)
shaping not just the physical land-
scape but also the cultural one.
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Dr. David Butler

Awarded Certificate of Reviewing
Excellence, from the Editors of
Geomorphology.

Honorary Professor of Interna-
tional Studies 2012-2015
Published Fire Lookouts of Glaci-
er National Park, with reviews
featured and shared in the Great
Falls Tribune, Explore Big Sky,
and the Washington Post
Recipient of The Graduate Col-
lege Outstanding Mentor

Award. This award recognizes a
faculty member who has had out-
standing success in mentoring
graduate students.

Recognized as a "Favorite Profes-
sors" by the Alfred H. Nolle Chap-
ter of the Alpha Chi National Col-
lege Honor Society.

Dr. Jennifer Jensen

Awarded a Research Enhance-
ment Program grant for 2014.

Dr. Injeong Jo Now an assistant
professor at Texas State, is the
winner of the 2013 NCGE Salva-
tore J. Natoli Dissertation Award,
given by the National Council for
Geographic Education.

Dr. Jason Julian

Dr. Yongmei Lu
Promoted to Professor

Honorary Professor of International Studies 2012-2015
Recognized as a "Favorite Professor" by the Alfred H. Nolle Chapter of
the Alpha Chi National College Honor Society

Dr. Kimberly Meitzen

Recognized as a "Favorite Profes-
sor" by the Alfred H. Nolle Chap-
ter of the Alpha Chi National Col-
lege Honor Society

Awarded Research Enhancement
Program grant for 2014.

Dr. John Tiefenbacher

Named Honorary Professor of
International Studies 2012-2015

Dr. Donald Huebner
10 Years of Service

Dr. Muniz-Solari

Awarded a PAIGH-OAS (Pan Ameri-
can Institute of Geography and
History - Organization of Ameri-
can States) grant to develop an
“Online Network for Geographic
Learning.” The amount of the
grantis $10,150.

Dr. Robert Larsen Received an
Award for Grant Funding

Since last January, Dr. Don Huebner, Senior Lecturer of Geography, has
been serving as Interim Director of the Freeman Center (aka Freeman
Ranch). Dr. Huebner is being elevated to Director of the Freeman Center
effective September 1. Dr. Huebner will maintain his full-time role as Sen-
ior Lecturer of Geography while also undertaking his Freeman duties.

Awarded Research Enhancement Program grant for 2014.

Awarded $72,184 by the National Science Foundation for the project "Collaborative Research: Cross-Scale Inter-
actions Among Climate, Land-Use, and River-Water Quality."

Grants:

-Social Demand for Ecosystem Services in the Nation’s Fastest Growing City: San Marcos, TX. Research Enhance-
ment Program, Texas State University, $8,000 (JPJ portion: $8,000). PI, 2015.

-Cross-scale Interactions among Climate Change, Land Use Change, and River Water Quality. NSF-GSS, $227,816
(JPJ portion $72,184). Pl with Kirsten de Beurs and Chris Weaver (co-Pls), 2014-2016.

-NASA - Land Cover Land Use Change Program, $213,262,2014-2015

Title: Land Management Impacts on Water Quality in New Zealand across Political Boundaries

Investigators: Pl-Jason P. Julian (Texas State University), co-Pl Kirsten de Beurs (Oklahoma University)

Dr. Julian went to New Zealand last summer for research on his NASA grant: “Land Management Impacts on Wa-
ter Quality in New Zealand across Political Boundaries.”

While there, Dr. Julian gave 3 invited seminars and 1 guest lecture in Forest Engineering at the University of Can-
terbury.

WE PROUDLY WELCOME TO THE DEPARTMENT:

Tom Ballinger (to begin Fall 2015) - Assistant Professor in Climatology
Jennifer Devine (to begin Fall 2015) - Assistant Professor in Political
Geography

Suzon Jammes (to begin Fall 2015) - Senior Lecturer in Geology
Rebecca Davio (began Spring 2015)

Rusty Weaver (began Fall 2014) - Assistant Professor in Urban
Geography

Yihong Yuan (began Fall 2014) - Assistant Professor in GIScience

Jessica Schneider

Research Coordinator for the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts, earned her
certification to become a Certi-
fied Research Administrator



In the mid-1990s | was searching
for a way to emphasize and imple-
ment the holistic character of ge-
ography. | think holism is geogra-
phy’s uniqueness, but it is hard to
do within our long intellectual tra-
dition of analysis rather than syn-
thesis.

About this time the tourism pro-
gram coordinator at the Smith-
sonian Institution asked me to be
the interpretive guide for their
first tour through the Lower Can-
yons or the Rio Grande. | also pub-
lished an article about using rivers
as a context for educational pro-
grams, what we now call place-
based education. And the univer-
sity was asked by the U.S. State
Department to host three delega-
tions of Mongolian officials in or-
der to help Mongolia move into a
market economy from its decades
in the Soviet sphere. | took Mon-
golian governors and the Deputy
Prime Minister on tours to west
Texas, thinking that it would be
useful for them to see how we use
semi-arid and desert places simi-
lar to much of Mongolia (but much
warmer) for nature tourism.

Two complementary initiatives
arose from those experiences. One
was the course on River Basin
Management which | developed
and taught first in 1997. The sec-
ond was the interdisciplinary mi-
nor in Nature and Heritage Tour-
ism which was approved in 1997.
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With encouragement and assis-
tance from Chairman Lawrence
Estaville, we developed the minor
in Nature and Heritage Tourism in
consultation with the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD),
especially Dr. Andrew Sansom
who was Executive Director of

3JThe
needs

gener a

to generate supplemental income
for the landowners. We became
active in founding the Texas Na-
ture Tourism Counciland in
providing technical assistance to
ranchers and small towns that
were interested in developing na-
ture and heritage tourism. We also
worked closely with the Parks,

ffecreaf lualﬁl Toufisrgprogram

at TAMU, with a tacit agreement

t o that they would focus on the busi-

under st and nrefyagpaass of nature and herit-

our

TPWD and is now a geography
professor at Texas State and di-
rector of the Meadows Center for
Water and the Environment.
TPWD was starting its program in
nature tourism, with the goal of
encouraging private landowners
to develop nature tourism activi-
ties as a way to broaden the
state’s tourism opportunities and

world WHERE

we would focus
nal/interpretive
aspects, with an emphasis on pre-
paring students to work as guides.

As part of their doctoral work at
Texas State Yongxia Xia, Ron Ste-
phenson, and Andy Skadberg
evaluated the suitability of geog-
raphy as a context for interpreta-
tion in nature and heritage tour-
ism.
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