Assignment: Chatbot Collaboration in Philosophical Writing
Purpose:
This assignment gives you the opportunity to critically engage with AI as a writing collaborator. You will use a chatbot (such as ChatGPT) to help you refine and complete a writing prompt, collaborate with the chatbot throughout your writing process, and then evaluate the quality and usefulness of the chatbot’s contributions. This exercise is designed to deepen your understanding of philosophical ideas while also helping you think critically about the role of AI in academic work.

Instructions:
Step 1: Engage with the Prompt Using AI Collaboration
Choose one of the philosophy writing prompts below. Then, use a chatbot to help you refine your understanding of the prompt and generate ideas for your response.
Prompt Options:
1. Can moral relativism be a coherent ethical theory? Why or why not?
2. What is the strongest version of the argument for free will? How does it respond to determinist objections?
3. Is it possible to prove the existence of God through reason alone? Discuss using at least one classical argument.
4. Compare and contrast utilitarianism and deontology in how they approach ethical decision-making.
5. Does the "brain in a vat" scenario undermine our ability to claim knowledge of the external world?
6. What role does language play in shaping human thought, according to Wittgenstein?
Use the chatbot to help:
· Clarify the meaning or scope of the prompt
· Brainstorm angles of approach, key terms, or arguments
· Generate possible outlines or thesis statements

Step 2: Collaborate with the Chatbot Throughout the Writing Process
Continue using the chatbot as you draft, revise, and refine your response to the prompt. You might:
· Ask for counterarguments or critiques of your position
· Request examples or clarifications of philosophical concepts
· Get feedback on your writing clarity, structure, or argumentation
✅ Important: You should stay in control of your essay. The chatbot is there to assist, not replace your thinking or authorship. You’ll be reflecting on how helpful—or unhelpful—it was.
Be sure to save a transcript or screenshots of your interactions with the chatbot, as you will include this in your submission.

Step 3: Write Your Final Response
Using insights from your collaboration, write your final response to the chosen prompt (approximately 750–1000 words). Your writing should reflect your own thinking, supported or challenged by your work with the AI.

Step 4: Evaluate the Chatbot's Contributions
Write a 1–2 page reflection evaluating how the chatbot contributed to your work. Respond to the following:
1. Accuracy: Did the chatbot provide accurate and relevant information?
2. Sources: Did it cite philosophers, theories, or texts? Were these reliable and appropriate?
3. Enhancement: In what ways did the chatbot improve your writing or thinking?
4. Limitations: In what ways did it hinder or confuse your process?
5. Insights: What did you learn about AI’s strengths and weaknesses in academic writing? What did you learn about your own process?

