
 Failure to Appear to Enter a Plea  

 

 

START HERE 

A citation has been filed against the 

defendant, and they did not appear by their 

appearance date OR a sworn complaint has 

been filed against the defendant and they 

have not appeared to enter a plea by the 

date required by the court 

May 

report 

to 

Omni/ 

scofflaw 

If a sworn complaint has been filed, may 

issue a capias (not a capias pro fine) or a 

warrant for the defendant’s arrest 

May 

report to 

collections 

Did the defendant 

post bond after 

being arrested or 

did your court 

require a personal 

appearance bond, 

as authorized by 

Art. 45.016, CCP? 

Has at least 60 days 

passed since the 

defendant’s 

appearance was 

required? 

A criminal 

complaint of 

FTA may be 

filed against 

the defendant 

A criminal 

complaint 

of VPTA 

may be 

filed 

against 

the 

defendant 

May 

forfeit the  

bond 

Is the 

defendant 

charged with a 

Rules of the 

Road offense 

and signed a 

citation 

promising to 

appear? 

Is the defendant charged with a 

non-Rules of the Road offense and 

promised to appear to secure 

release from custody (by signing 

citation or posting bond)? 

Did the court contact 

the defendant by 

phone or mail, 

notifying them of their 

failure to appear and 

giving the defendant a 

new appearance date, 

which the defendant 

subsequently missed? 


