Senate Advisory Group Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2025
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek, Dave Donnelly, Tahir Ekin, Barbara Hewitt, Stacy Hunter, Kevin	Jetton, Lynn Ledbetter, Kim Lee, Noland Martin, Amy Meeks, 
Jo Beth Oestreich, Shailen Singh, Michael Supancic, Dimitry Tetin
Members Absent:	none
PAAG Guests:	Pranesh Aswath, Kelly Damphousse, Anna Finn, Andrew Hamilton,
Shreek Mandayam, Vederaman Sriraman, Ron Williams
University Star:	Ryan Claycamp, Meg Bolts
Guests:	Amy Alberton, Nathalie Austin, Jasmine Austin, Andrew Bencivengo,
Amy Benton, Elizabeth Blunk, Scott	Bowman, Ronald Brown, 
Wyatt Brown, Jason Coates, Lori Czop Assaf, Kimberlee Davis,
Alana De Hinojosa, Cory DeBoest, Shannon	Dier, Erin Dorrell, 
Doug Dorst, Shannon	Duffy, Elizabeth Eger, Carla	Ellard, 
Kristen  Farrias, John Fleming, Geneva Gano, Stephen Garcia,
Melissa Garcia, Kevin Gates. David Gibbs, Valentina Glajar,
Denise Gobert, Wallace Golding, Amanda Graham, Lucy Harney,
Jeff Helgeson, Vanessa Higgins Joyce, Jeremy Hutchins, Farzan Irani,
Kevin Jenkins, Bethany Johnson, Angela Jones, Elizabeth Kanon,
Thomas Keller, Wayne Kraemer, Laura Krantz, Katherine Lamb-Legrand,
Simon Lee, David Lemke, Cristian Lieneck, Sarah Maines, 
Jessica Mallios, Ben Martin, Ny'Nika McFadden, Erica Nason,
Michelle Nighswander, Joshua Paddison, Eric Paulson, Mark Paz,
Adetty Pérez de Miles, Nathan Pino, Ivilina Popova, Mona	Price,
Dianne Rahm, Pradeep Ramanathan, Rebecca Raphael,
Allison Robinson, Sean Patrick Roche, Arlene Salazar, Sarah Shah,
Piyush Shroff, Karen Sigler, Sarah Smith, Lois Stickley, Barry Stone,
Hassan Tajalli, Nicole	Thomas, Lindsay Timmerman, Erik Timmerman,
Elisa Toman, Kara-Lynn Vaeni, Angela VandenBroek, Bob Vásquez,
Aimee Villarreal, Amy Weimer, Graeme Wend-Walker, Jess Williams,
Chelsey Wooten

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone to the meeting
b. The 3 Senate Advisory Group officers were introduced

II. President’s Academic Advisory Group (PAAG)
a. Would you please comment on the current state of Due Process at Texas State University?
· We have a set of due process policies and practices that were created over the years. Nothing has changed.  The practices still exist, and we're continuing to follow those. 
· Specific personnel matters cannot be discussed 
· We are still committed to following due process in everything that we do
b. Many faculty feel that their academic freedom is being attacked recently. What is the University doing to ensure that faculty retain academic freedom?
· Academic freedom is supported and endorsed and nothing has changed
c. Recent events have had a profound negative impact on faculty morale and trust in the administration. What are your plans to improve faculty morale and restore trust?
· It is understandable that faculty morale is low as is the level of trust regarding the administration about due process being consistently followed, academic freedom, and freedom of speech 
· It was acknowledged that a communication gap does exist between external and internal communications
· A reassuring commitment email has already been sent out to all students as their safety is the top priority
· A faculty/staff email communication is currently being crafted that will be reassuring with a continued commitment to accountability and transparency
· “These are challenging days in higher education across the country, not just here.  I’m not trying to minimize what is happening here but as I lead the university, the message has to be right that does not harm the university or doesn’t create more confusion or chaos.”
· All decisions made are with extensive input from constituents in hopes of making the best decision possible for the university
d. Faculty Senate Bylaws Update
· The Senate Advisory Group greatly appreciated the review and responses by the Provost and the President regarding our proposed bylaws to be compliant with both SB37 and the TSUS system office
· The TSUS Board of Regents will meet on November 20-21, 2025 to approve
e. TSUS request for Curriculum and Program Reviews
· A curriculum review will be due 1/20/2026 will focus on the Spring 2026 semester courses
· Academic program reviews are also being planned in the future
· Review policies and guidance are currently being developed

III. PAAG De-brief
a. Proposed Faculty Senate Bylaw changes about our meeting frequency rationale was questioned and discussed
b. The questions about due process being practiced was not adequately addressed considering the current environment and the lack of timely and clear communication
c. Faculty retention and new faculty searches could also be negatively impacted given the current state of higher education in Texas

IV. Approval of the September 24, 2025 Meeting Minutes
a. September 24, 2025 meeting minutes were approved

V. The Senate Advisory Group moved into an Executive Session
a. Committee Updates and Assignments



VI. Meeting Adjourned	
· Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 6:13 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Senate Advisory Group will be
Wednesday, October 15, 2025 4-6pm in JCK 880 and via Zoom

