Name: ______________________								Date: _____________
Ethical Concerns and Considerations in Research 
Instructions: Read each research scenario. Identify and explain the ethical concern, issue, and / or research consideration within each of the studies.

(1) Dr. Smith wants to test the effect of a novel flavor additive in Rice Krispies Treats that is not yet regulated by the Food and Drug Administration. He would like to hear consumers’ perceptions on flavor and texture. He decides to set up a sampling station at his local grocery store where he serves the experimental treat to the public, including children. However, he does not tell consumers what is in the treat nor that they are part of an experimental trial. 


(2) Mary is a first year PhD student that wants to conduct a survey assessing student perceptions of a new online homework program as part of her dissertation about childhood education. The survey asks questions regarding the online homework program, and the students participating in the study range from age 8 to 11 years old. The class she is giving her survey to includes several students who do not speak English and two of them are her younger siblings. 



(3) A graduate student is conducting a study assessing a novel protein source for beef cattle. The 6 steers used in the study have diarrhea and an eye infection and appear to be constantly lethargic. The steers used in the study are roaming freely with heifers used in a different study. The graduate student feels that since the steers will be slaughtered at the end of the study, there is no reason to treat them for their ailments and instead allows them to persist through the trial.


(4) Researchers are trying to grow a new hybrid sweet corn variety and are having issues mitigating the presence of cutworms, a common pest found in corn production. They decide to use an insecticide to deal with this new pest. This insecticide begins to kill off all the insects present within the area of the crops, resulting in decreased insect diversity, but the corn crops are growing with little adverse effects.


(5) A researcher is conducting personal interviews with farmers, asking for their viewpoint on Monsanto’s patented seeds. The researcher says the identity of the farmers will be anonymous when the research is published. The researcher is storing the farmer identities, recorded audio, and written transcripts of these interviews on a computer in an office with 3 other researchers. All of the researchers have access to the same computer. 




Answer key:
(1) Consent to participate in the study not obtained, purpose of the study not revealed, using children 
(2) Unable to communicate in the language that the research is conducted, personal relationship with the researcher 
(3) Ethical animal issues, mistreatment, possible contamination of heifers used in different study 
(4) Killing off native species, ethical dilemma 
(5) Data not securely stored or maintained, not controlling who it will be shared with, not maintaining anonymity 
