Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
January 28, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek, Dave Donnelly, Barbara Hewitt, Stacy Hunter, 
Lynn Ledbetter, Kim Lee, Noland Martin, Amy Meeks, 
Jo Beth Oestreich, Shailen Singh, Michael Supancic, Dimitry Tetin
Members Absent:	Tahir Ekin, Kevin Jetton
Guests:	Michael Baker, John Carranza, Kimberlee Davis, Erin Dorrell,
Elizabeth Kanon, Sarah Maines, Sharon Munroe, Pradeep Ramanathan,
Karen Sigler, Sarah Smith, Lois Stickley, Ziyu Wang, Ron Williams

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone to the once again Faculty Senate meeting and introduced the officers

II. Approval of December 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes
a. December 3, 2025 meeting minutes were approved

III. President’s Academic Advisory Group (PAAG) potential questions for the 2/4/2026 meeting
a. Potential PAAG Questions
· Guidance when/if ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement) comes onto either the San Marcos or Round Rock campus
· What is the university doing to mitigate the effect of Governor Abbott’s recent executive order for Texas universities and agencies to halt H-1B visa petitions 
· TXST WiFi Tracking data usage
· Curriculum Review processes: Phase I recap, assistance and communications going forward (Phase II is currently in progress)
b. Additional topics of concern that were discussed
· Campus Access Data usage from cameras, facilities, ingress services and UPD involvement  
· Fall 2026 Fall campus parking consultant report

IV. Faculty Constitution
a. With finalization of Faculty Senate By-Laws by the Senate Advisory Group and acceptance by Texas State University System Board of Regents, the Faculty Constitution requires adjustment regarding the changes due to state legislation
b. The senators Donnelly, Jetton and Martin will review and propose appropriate changes by the 3/4/2026 Faculty Senate meeting

V. Faculty Senate Spring 2026 Meeting Calendar
a. The proposed Faculty Senate meeting calendar was reviewed



VI. Meeting with Faculty Senate Liaisons
a. March 25, 2026 will be the full Senate to include the liaisons and their role going forward
b. Either a general meeting or a topic focused meeting soliciting feedback will be determined during the 2/4/2026 Faculty Senate meeting

VII. Faculty Development Leave, Piper and Nontenure Line Faculty Workload Release Using Faculty Qualifications System
a. Changes may be necessary to facilitate the move of this application process from Faculty Requests into the Faculty Qualifications system with adequate lead time
b. A Faculty Senate workgroup (Senators Donnelly, Hunter and Jetton) was established to define clear definitions of the FDL ratings/rankings for the review process to be integrated into the Faculty Qualifications system 
c. The Nontenure Line Faculty Committee could also move their application process into the system for Workload Release and the Part-Time Teaching awards
d. The Presidential Awards application and review process has already been shifted into the Faculty Qualifications system, and we could perhaps model their review and ranking method for that process for the FDL process

VIII. Policy Review
a. Who reviews the ones up for review and options considered were:
· assigned Senators
· the Academic Governance Committee
· any Senator wanting to review them
· Establish a new Policy Review Committee
b. It was decided to introduce a new Senator rotation method of sub-groups charged to review them

IX. Announcements
a. Spring 2026 Commencement Macebearer schedule
b. Committee Preference Survey 			(available 1/21-2/2/2026)
c. Faculty chair Perception Survey 			(available 2/2-2/20/2026)
d. Faculty Administrative Perception Survey	(available 2/23 – 3/13/2026)
e. Spring 2026 Faculty Senate Elections Plans and options were discussed

X. Meeting Adjourned	
· Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 5:53 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate with PAAG will be on 
Wednesday, February 4, 2026 4-6pm in JCK 880 and via Zoom
