Nontenure Line Faculty Committee

Meeting Minutes for Friday, September 19, 2025, 1:00 – 3:00 PM


Meeting called to Order: by Committee Chair, David Donnelly at 1pm.
Members Present: Dave Donnelly – Chair, Lauren Dungan – Vice Chair, KeriAnne Moon – Secretary; David Angelow, Lindsay Ayres Todd, Glynda Betros, Matthew Bower,   Jessica Bowers, John Carranza, Hannah Collazo, Craig Damin, Ellen	 Duchaine, Shannon Duffy, Matari Gunter, Susan Hall, Karla Hamelin, Mark Hernandez, Sarah Hirneisen, Ravi Jillapalli, Selen HatipKarasulu, Helen Lowman, Amy Meeks, Kathy Moffitt, Kelly Mosel-Talavera, Suzy Okere, Britney Parker-Webb, Eryn Pierdolla, Katie Salzmann, Dan Seed, Heath Shipley, Jessica Smith, Austin Talley, Joseph Topinka, Scott Vandenberg, Melissa Walston-Sanchez, Shelly Wernette, and 
     GG Mortenson – Senate Advisory Group Administrative Assistant.
Members Absent: Cyndy Karras, Portia Gottschall, Howard Williams, Brandi Wells, Beth Rasmussen, Ashley McKeown, Ted Lehr, Jenn Idema
Guests:  None

I. Events Committee and Faculty Reception
Report of review team/ subcommittee – Lauren has taken the lead on the subcommittee. Venue and catering are confirmed. Date is October 23rd from 4-6pm in the Wittliff at Alkek in San Marcos for Fall event. Need someone to lead the Round Rock event in April. Also, need committee volunteers to join Shannon Duffy, Kelly Mosel-Talavera, and Heath Shipley Some tasks needed to complete – athletics form; collecting door prizes; Boco request form; hosting set up team; clean up team
Scott Vandenberg will get tickets from theater and dance
Dave Donnely, Shannon Duffy, Ellen Duchaine, Helen Lowman, and Susan Hall with help with set up clean up
Shannon Duffy will help complete the forms and get them from Lauren

Next steps- Lauren will send out initial invite and request donations from department chairs for all members – Lauren will send template email by Monday September 22nd. 

II. Representation on department PC committees
Suzy Okere asked to add agenda add and discuss how this is happening within other departments. 
Britney Webb reported that all professor of instruction are on the PC (9) total. 
Kelly Mosel-Talavera reported faculty of instruction to decide who would be on PC and decided that 3-4 would serve every 3 years and rotate on an off. Discussed workload and how that can be prohibitive. 
Shannon Duffy reported you could opt in or out – Associate and above NLF are on PC
Scott Vandenberg this semester for first time professor of instruction and professor of practice that were voted on and one more is appointed on as a third – total 3 in their department NLF on PC committee. 
Dave reported PC is anyone Associate or higher is on PC committee and NLF review NLF and TT review TT with one representative from opposite group.
Also, information provided in chat and will be included by Suzy Okere when complied. 

III. Senate Advisory Group Update
Dave, Committee Chair, reported Senate bill 37 passed over summer and became law on Sept 1 and faculty senate had to meet certain requirements specified in legislation and if did not meet needed to be dissolved and reimplemented with current legislate. Our university dissolved senate and came up with new policy with elections and appointment requirements by the President. This is now called Senate Advisory Group and hopes to be approved by Board of Regents in November to be Faculty Senate. Currently working on bylaws to be sent to the Regents Board and approved for hopes to be Senate by January 2026. Awards will go on as normal.  For proportional representation on advisory group - there will be one appointment from one senator from each college, but the number elected will be proportional to the number in college – currently at 18 now elected. The president appoints officers of advisory, and the vice chair is chair of NLFC.
How the president appointed this round:
The President looked at election results and the runners up and then asked the senate for recommendations and deans of each college for recommendations of appointees and the provost took that list and made recommendations to the president and he appointed them. 

NLFC will continue business as usual and if the senate must make recommendations on behalf of NLFC this may need to wait or make them as advisory group instead of sitting senate. 

Meetings open to public as listed on the website via agenda. 

IV. NLFC Leadership
Dave Donnelly, Chair of Committee made proposal that the committee chair should be chosen by committee members. Another point could be whomever is vice chair moves into chair role. Anyone that is on the Advisory Group/Faculty Senate would be on the NLFC so that there would be a straight line of communication that would report and advise the advisory group/senate. Membership on the committee should be determined through departmental elections. Proposal to bring to senate/advisory group in January for 2026-2027 academic year by subcommittee of NLFC. Subcommittee volunteers will send email to Dave Donnelly, and he will compile list of names. 

V. Leadership Best Practices subcommittee
Status Update:  appointed/re-appointed each April, activities & projects change with the needs and desires of the NLFC, lead is decided by the subcommittee
2024/2025 members: Matari Gunter (lead), Anurag Deb, Portia Gottschall, Joshua Paddison, Shelly Wernette, Amy Meeks, KeriAnne Moon, Brandon Lunk

VI. Approval of Minutes
No minutes from April 2025.

VII. NLF Orientation
Fall in person and online. Spring do an online orientation and gauge interest. Dave will send date to Lauren for proposal. 

Off-Agenda: 
a. Wondering if academic freedom was brought up in advisory committee and if anyone is talking about it – was discussed in executive session and topic at next PAG meeting with the President. Advisory Group is sharing concerns. 

b. Shelly Wernette moved to change the name to Academic Professional Faculty. Shelly rescinded the motion. Shelly then reopened the motion. 
Shannon Duffy seconded the motion. 
Further discussion Lauren reported that the email needs to be forwarded from April 2023 from the Chair at the time, Rachel. 
Use the term consistently throughout policy within the University system. 
Motion passed with no opposed or abstentions. 
The name of the committee is changed to the Academic Professional Faculty Committee (APFC). Dave will ask for guidance and bring up at advisory group to get the word out.

Next meeting is October 17th at 1pm.
Meeting adjourned at 2:36pm CST
Minutes submitted by KeriAnne Moon, NLFC Secretary

