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College of Health Professions
College Council Summary & Actions
February 18, 2026
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Willow 212 (RRC) & Zoom


Announcements/Information
1. HEF Priority Requests – February 12
2. Spring Bobcat Day – February 21, April 25 (SMC)
3. Academic Budget Defense – March 13
4. Faculty Annual Reviews – March 15 (Faculty Qualifications)
5. Discover RRC Days – March 28 (RRC)
6. 10th Annual Health Scholar Showcase – April 10 (SMC)
7. Bobcat Admitted Student Experience Day – April 11 (SMC)
8. CHP Outstanding Student Award Luncheon – April 17 (RRC)
9. CHP Research Forum – April 23 (RRC)
10. Spring Commencement, Thursday, May 14 at 10:00 a.m. (SMC)
11. Other

General Discussion

1. Curriculum Review - Phase 2 Update (Lee): Dr. Kim Lee reported that 24% of courses have not started their Phase 2 review (down from 45% two weeks ago), and that 30% of the programs have submitted their changes. The departments and task force shared concerns about the recently updated form fields for course learning outcomes. Dr. Lee reminded the council that the target completion date for all phase 2 courses is March 25. The task force will be meeting every other week. 
2. FY 27 Budget Defense (Sayed): The dean reminded the unit leaders to come prepared for their meeting with a one-page rationale and supporting data for their FY 27 budget requests including: new faculty, staff needs, M&O, and either TT or NTL.
3. Discuss and Finalize Presidential Awards for Excellence Nominations (Lieneck): The dean asked the council members to review the nominations carefully and vote by Friday, February 20, at 5:00 p.m. Dr. Lieneck also reviewed the voting form and the award categories for each nomination with the council members.
4. Dr. Amlani - AD Interview Candidate Welcome + Q&A (Sayed): Dr. Sayed and Dr. Roesemann welcomed the AD interview candidate, Dr. Amyn Amlani, at the College Council, where members had an opportunity to for a Q&A session with him. 
5. Bobcat Day – February 21 (Lieneck): Dr. Lieneck discussed the agenda and reminded the chairs/directors to ensure their tables are staffed for the event. 
6. Collegewide updates from chairs/directors, associate deans, and faculty senate (Sayed): 
Faculty Senate: Dr. Kim Lee reported that the “Nontenure Line Faculty Committee” will now be referred to as the "Academic Professional Faculty Committee (APFC)" in keeping with the updated policies. Last week the Faculty Senate discussed 4 different options to enhance the relationship between the APFC Chair and the Senate. The Texas Council of Faculty Senates (representatives are from all major Texan universities) will meet on February 27 and 28. Lastly, Dr. Lee reported that the senate elections will now rotate between colleges per the updated Faculty Senate Bylaws and state law. Faculty elections will be held this year in the College of Fine Arts & Communications, The College of Liberal Arts, and The College of Science and Engineering.
H1B Visa Concerns: Dr. Hewitt reported that Faculty from several colleges expressed concerns about the challenge of hiring individuals with H1B visas. At this time, this does not affect the college. 
Research Development and Support: Dr. Ari shared several important updates regarding research development and support, as well as upcoming scholarly activities. 
(a) First, the new pre-award research coordinator, Ms. Tomoko Shannon, began her role at Texas State University on February 16, 2026. She will oversee pre-award services for both the College of Liberal Arts and the College of Health Professions, providing dedicated proposal development assistance to faculty across these units. The Division of Research will formally introduce her to our faculty next week.
(b) Dr. Ari reported on developing interdisciplinary research opportunities in collaboration with the Center for Analytics and Data Science. As part of this effort, the office of Associate Dean for Research (ADR) has organized a series of research panels that bring together scholars from across the university. The first panel will be held on February 27, and Dr. Barbara Hewitt will be featured in the panel discussion. An announcement of the event has already been made to the faculty by Dr. Ari. Two additional panels are scheduled for April 3 and April 17. Announcements for these events will be made next week.
(c) Dr. Ari reminded the council of the virtual Grant Writing Training Program, scheduled for March 6, and it received tremendous interest. After the announcement, 127 faculty members representing 34 different institutions across the United States, registered for the program. CHP faculty still have the opportunity to participate, even though registration is now closed. Please contact Dr. Ari directly for access to the program.
(d) Spring Research Forum: Faculty are strongly encouraged to participate in the CHP Spring Research Forum - April 23. Department chairs and their faculty are invited to submit abstracts with a deadline submission of March 9. This event provides an excellent opportunity for researchers to showcase their work and engage with colleagues across disciplines.
PT: Dr. Karen Gibbs informed the council members of a workshop scheduled for March 5 from 12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. in Avery 252 (RRC) to explore developing open-source Anatomy VR applications with Dr. Khoi Nguyen. CHP Faculty, DIA/GIAs are invited and stipends are currently available. Chairs were asked to please let their faculty and students know. 
Dr. Cristian Lieneck is coordinating the DSc site visit with the Office of Curriculum and Academic Programs (OCAP) and THCEB. Dr. Karen Gibbs, Dr. Angela Rich, and Dr. Lois Stickley from PT will provide assistance with the concentration they developed under the DSc program. The remaining logistics of the site visit will be handled by OCAP.
NURS: Dr. Theresa Garcia reported that the School of Nursing hired Dr. Monica Hughes as the Assistant Director for the school, effective as of March 1. Dr. Theresa Garcia also informed us that Mr. Ricardo Sotomayor has been promoted to the Laboratory Manager position. Congratulations to both Monica and Ricardo! 

Off Agenda
1. The next Associate Dean interview candidate will visit on February 25. 
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