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Moving beyond the binary of banning or ignoring 
generative Al in higher education. 
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What AI 
Tools Did 
Students 
Use?

ChatGPT (OpenAI)

Grammarly

Copilot
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Mode 1: Overcoming Inertia (The Cold Start) 

Before: The Paralysis 

Complex Assignment Rubric 
Al Structural 

Decomposition 

1. Research

• 
• 

2. Analysis

• 
• 

3. Draft
• 
• 

4. Review
• 
• 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Actionable Workflow 

Student Evidence: Jessica utilized Al to break down the assignment rubric, 
creating organized steps when she was initially struggling to start. 
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Mode 1: Bridging the Technical Gap 
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Al Guided
Cleaning 
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Final Excel
Output 

Student Evidence: Enrique used Al to automate the manual labor of data 
preparation, liberating time for actual financial analysis. 
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Mode 1: The Quantitative Assistant 

✓ Sharpe Ratio

✓ Treynor Ratio

✓ Sortino Ratio

✓ Jensen's Alpha
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► 

System: Analyzing 
screenshot error ... 
Formula correction 
suggested. 

� Student Evidence: Delfino used screenshot uploads to debug � 
"stuck'' calculations in Excel. 
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Mode 2: The Socratic Partner (Strategy Validation) 
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Case Study: Luis 

The Al challenged his 
investment logic. After a 
"conversation" exposed 
weaknesses in his 
hypothesis, he tightened 
his ROE screen from >5% to 

>10%.
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Mode 2: Deepening Conceptual Grasp 

• • 

What is portfolio variance? 

[Provides Formula Answer] 

[Explains Conceptual Logic] 

The Learning 

Loop 
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Hallucination Risk Detected. 

Student Voice: 

''Al can be wrong 
and misinformed." 
- Jayden.

Students learned they cannot 
blindly trust the black box 
when models provided 
confidently incorrect data. 
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When AI Is 
Wrong

• “Wrong and misinformed”

• “Aggravating”

•Unable to walk through FactSet workflows

Students reported AI being:

But something interesting happened.

•They learned definitions more precisely.

•They checked formulas manually.

•They compared theoretical versus computed values.

Because they had to catch errors:

The need to supervise AI deepened understanding.



AI also helped in professional communication:

•Polishing investor pitch language

•Structuring decks

•Improving flow and clarity

•Translating technical ratios into investor explanations

For many students, this was their first 
professional pitch.

AI lowered the communication barrier,
but the financial reasoning still had to be theirs.

Investor-Ready Output











The Al Co-Pilot: Navigating Generative Al in Finance Education 

The High-Speed Efficiency Engine 

Decomposing 
complex rubrics 

·-

Actionable 
stops 

-

_ .... 
-

Professional Polishing AL1tomating
Elevate� student drafts to �u.siness- "grunt work" like
professional standards, ref1n1ng tone and data cleaning
flow for investor-ready pitch decks. 

I I 
coo 
coocc 

The Dependency Trap 
Over-reliance on Al risks short-term 

task completion at the cost of lon�-term , 
skill acquisition and deep learning. 

Quantitative Analysis : 
Generating and debugging : 
formulas for Sharpe, Sortino, , 
and Treynor ratios. 

Dual-Core 

The Verification Mandate 

The Al Coaching Loop 
Users must move from "plug-and-play" 
to a cycle of prompting, critiquing, and 

refining Al outputs manually. 

Data Management 
Automating the bridge between 
raw FactSet exports and 
analysis-ready Excel models. 

The Personalized Financial Tutor 

I 

''Human-in-the-Loop'' 
Requirement 

Students must act as auditors, manually 
verifying formulas, logic, and sources to 

catch "confident" hallucinations. 

Strategy Validation 
Stress-testing investment 
hypotheses by refining parameters 
like Return on Equity (ROE). 
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