Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
March 4, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek, Dave Donnelly, Tahir Ekin, Barbara Hewitt, Stacy Hunter, Kevin Jetton, Lynn Ledbetter, Noland Martin, Amy Meeks, 
Jo Beth Oestreich, Shailen Singh, Michael Supancic, Dimitry Tetin
Members Absent:	Kim Lee
Guests:	Ryan Anderson, Nathalie Austin, John Carranza, Maggie Chen,
Stacey Cropley, Erin Dorrell, Kevin Gates, Dwonna	Goldstone,
Chad Hammett, Elizabeth Kanon, Sarah Maines, Pradeep Ramanathan,
Karen Sigler, Ron Williams

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:01 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone and introduced the officers

II. Report: Texas Council of Faculty Senates Spring 2026 Meeting
a. Meeting was held February 27-28, 2026 in San Antonio, TX
b. Senators Donnelly and Jetton were in attendance and shared their takeaways and observations and comments from the attending institutions
c. Separately, the TSUS system institutions will meet separately with the TSUS staff members and representatives of each TSUS campus.   That meeting will take place on March 27, 2026 and chair Ledbetter serves as the chair of that group.

III. UPDATE: Academic Professional Faculty Committee (APFC) Leadership, Structure, and Responsibilities 
a. The APFC opted to continue the scenario that the Faculty Senate will serve as 
Chair of the APFC.
IV. Faculty Development Leave Work Group Report
a. The work group consisted of senators Donnelly, Jetton and Hunter
b. A status report was posted to the Faculty Senate Teams Site and discussed during the meeting
c. After spring break and the Faculty Senate elections, GG will reach out to the Faculty Qualifications team to review and identify any concerns or needed changes

V. Faculty Constitution Work Group Report
a. The work group consisted of senators Donnelly, Jetton and Martin
b. A status report was posted to the Faculty Senate Teams Site and discussed during the meeting
c. Comments and general discussion during the meeting included:
· Sunsetting the Faculty Constitution (first ratified in 1959) because of SB37 and the newly required Faculty Senate set of Bylaws that have been approved and are in place
· Replace the Faculty Constitution with a set of “Guiding Principles of the Faculty Senate” and supplemented with Faculty Senate Operational procedures
· Add a “Mission Statement” to the proposed Guiding Principles document
· GG will identify any procedures not addressed in the bylaws but that are addressed elsewhere and report back to the work group



VI. Elections Update
a. Faculty Elections are currently underway in the Colleges of Fine Arts & Communications, Liberal Arts and the College of Science and Engineering
b. GG shared the votes cast so far and reminded the group that they close on 3/10/2026. Email reminders will be sent out to all eligible voters

VII. Updates and Announcements
a. Honors College perceptions survey
b. Upcoming joint AAC, Faculty Senate and Council of Chairs and Directors Meeting on 3/11/2026 3-5pm

VIII. Liaison Meeting Prompt for the upcoming March 25, 2026 joint meeting
a. The finalized survey to the Faculty Senate Liaisons has been sent out
b. When meeting, it will be a group at large and not breakout rooms by college for this meeting and conducted over zoom only

IX. Executive Session
a. Honors College perception survey eligible participants
b. Summative Reviews for Chairs and Deans Faculty Senate participation

X. Policy Review Assignments
a. Faculty Senate Policy Review Groups 3 & 4 were emailed policies to review since the last meeting

XI. Approval of February 11, 2026 Meeting Minutes
a. The February 11, 2026 meeting minutes were previously approved via email prior to this meeting

XII. Meeting Adjourned	
· Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 5:23 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be with the Senate Liaisons on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 4-6pm via Zoom ONLY

