Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek, Dave Donnelly, Tahir Ekin, Barbara Hewitt, Stacy Hunter, Kevin Jetton, Lynn Ledbetter, Kim Lee, Amy Meeks, Jo Beth Oestreich, Shailen Singh, Michael Supancic, Dimitry Tetin
Members Absent:	Noland Martin
Guests:	Amy Benton, Dan Costello, Kristy Daniel, Erin Dorrell, Kevin Gates,
Dwonna Naomi Goldstone, Farzan Irani, Jennifer Krou, Sarah Maines,
Pradeep Ramanathan, Lois Stickley, Ron Williams

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone and introduced the officers

II. PAAG Questions for the April 8, 2026 Faculty Senate Meeting
a. Questions were formulated for the next PAAG meeting
b. The APFC (formerly the NLFC) came up with three (3) potential PAAG questions that were shared prior to the meeting with the Faculty Senate, all of which are excellent and address AI, minimum student qualifications and student population growth.  It was suggested that the APFC work with Ron Williams to solicit the right individuals to address the questions and include the faculty senate as optional attendees to that APFC meeting.
c. Regarding AI, it is constantly evolving and TXST promotes new tools and capabilities, many of which include AI tools, some of which are embedded into the product like Microsoft 365 and Co-Pilot
d. Potential PAAG questions included:
· The new email signature block policy
· Course Accessibility requirement and the level of instructional support available to faculty 

III. Campus-Wide Space Survey - Dan Costello, Associate Vice President, Facilities 
a. The university will be conducting a Campus-Wide Space Survey to better understand how university spaces are currently being used and assigned. It is our intent to have departmental representatives validate room types (office, classroom, laboratory, etc.) as well as to identify, by netID, individuals assigned to offices and laboratories. This effort will ensure our space inventory is accurate and better inform our space management decisions.
b. The Annual Space Survey will be conducted during the spring semester, and a presentation was shared during the meeting with the details
c. The goal is to attain strategic alignment with the TXST physical assets with the mission of the university 
d. Summarized high-level data will be shared with the State of TX Higher Education Coordination Board and TSUS
e. All departments will be charged to inventory their assigned space with a focus on faculty offices and conference rooms (not classroom space) and updating the user and the occupant if it is an office and based on the number of physical workstations in the room and not # of occupants if sharing the space



IV. Policy Review Assignments
a. Policy reviews were sent to the appropriate review team.

V. Approval of March 25, 2026 Meeting Minutes
a. The March 25, 2026 meeting minutes were previously approved via email prior to this meeting

VI. Updates and Announcements
a. Faculty Senate elections have been completed 
· Candidates were notified of the election results, and the Faculty Senate website has been updated with information on the winners.  
· The candidate lists will be forwarded to the Provost and President as nominees for appointment consideration.
b. As was suggested by the Faculty Senate Liaisons, a Liaison Teams site was established to help improve communication between Liaisons and Senators. 
c. Faculty Development Leave (FDL) application process move to Faculty Qualifications and the “intent to apply” process to enable the FDL application process for that applicant
· Option 1: The faculty potential applicants notify the Faculty Senate of their intent to apply
· Option 2: The faculty potential applicant meets with their chair and that kicks off the process thru notification of intent to apply
· Motion made to go with Option 2 

VII. Executive Session
a. Committee on Committees Report	(Jennifer Krou)
b. University Lecturers Series Report 	(Kristy Daniel)
c. Additional committee roster review 	(GG Mortenson)


VIII. Meeting Adjourned	
· Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate (with PAAG) will be on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 4-6pm in JCK 880 and via Zoom



