


The College of Health Professions educates and
prepares healthcare professionals with innovative
teaching, evidence based practice and principles, and
a commitment to life-long learning in a student-
centered environment. The College excels in
teaching, clinical practice, scholarship, and service
while responding to the diverse healthcare needs of
the State of Texas, the nation, and the global
community. The College unites faculty, students,
communities, and consumers in coalitions to
expand the body of knowledge in healthcare practice
and management.

Vision
The vision of Texas State University's College of
Health Professions is to be recognized for educating
healthcare professionals who can recognize,
respond, and mitigate current and future healthcare
challenges and disparities in our diverse society. 

Mission





Nitza Anelle Salas
Communication Disorders

Outstanding Academic Undergraduate Student
2026



During Nitza Anelle Salas’s time at Texas State University, she
has worked hard to maintain a strong commitment to her
academics, leadership, and service in the Communication
Disorders program. She has been on both the Dean’s and
President’s Lists. Over the past two years, she has managed the
commute to the Round Rock campus from San Marcos, which,
along with keeping up with her studies and responsibilities, has
strengthened her time management skills and helped her
become more organized, responsible, and disciplined. She has
learned to carefully plan her schedule to balance the travel and
coursework. 

She has had the privilege to serve as an officer for the National
Student Speech Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA) and as
the Instagram Manager for the Department of Communication
Disorders, promoting student engagement and recognizing our
department’s excellence. She has also enjoyed volunteering at
the Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
Storytime events, where she modeled AAC, which is a form of
communication used to support and enhance an individual’s
ability to communicate, rather than replace it, for individuals
with communication disorders. She is passionate about
pursuing a career as a Speech-Language Pathologist, working
with children in the pediatric setting or in the NICU, focusing on
feeding and swallowing.



Baylie Baccinelli
Communication Disorders

Outstanding Academic Graduate Student
2026



Baylie Baccinelli earned her undergraduate degree from Texas
Lutheran University, where she majored in Psychology and
minored in Statistics while also competing as a collegiate
volleyball athlete. Balancing the demands of academics and
athletics taught her valuable lessons in discipline, perseverance,
and time management. She graduated in 2023, proud of the
experiences and growth she gained both inside and outside of
the classroom.

In the fall of 2023, she began the leveling program at Texas State
University, which allowed her to further develop her academic
foundation and prepare for graduate study. During this time,
she joined Dr. Resendiz’s bilingual research team. Through this
experience, she worked on coding interviews conducted with
autistic individuals, which strengthened her research skills and
deepened her appreciation for culturally and linguistically
responsive practices. Being part of this research team reinforced
her passion for inclusive work and for serving diverse
populations.

Alongside her academic and research experiences, she has been
actively involved in student organizations and service
opportunities. She is a member of the National Student Speech
Language Hearing Association (NSSLHA) and SERTOMA. Through
these organizations, she has enjoyed volunteering at
community events and participating in service initiatives that
allow her to give back while developing leadership and
professional skills. These experiences have been incredibly
meaningful and have contributed to her personal and
professional growth.



She officially began graduate school in the fall of 2024, and it
has been one of the best decisions she has ever made. At Texas
State, she has been fortunate to be surrounded by an exceptional
cohort and dedicated faculty who continually support and
challenge her learning. Throughout her graduate studies, she
has maintained a 4.0 GPA while also working as a nanny for
three children who have become family. During her first year,
she also had the privilege of serving as the Graduate Student
Representative, a role that allowed her to advocate for her peers
and contribute to a supportive and collaborative graduate
community.

As she looks toward the future, her goal is to work with a variety
of populations across clinical settings. She is particularly
interested in providing services related to feeding and
dysphagia, cognition, and language. She hopes to use the
knowledge and skills she gained throughout her training to
support individuals with diverse needs and to make a
meaningful impact on their quality of life. Outside of her
academic pursuits, she enjoys expressing her creativity through
crafts and spending time with friends and family.
 
She is incredibly grateful to accept this award and considers it a
great honor. She would not be where she is today without the
guidance and support of her mentors, faculty, classmates,
friends, and family. This recognition motivates her to continue
striving for excellence and to move forward with confidence and
purpose in her academic and professional journey.



Audrie Hart
Health Administration

Outstanding Academic Undergraduate Student
2026



Audrie Hart has been named SOHA’s Outstanding Undergraduate
Student. She was selected by faculty in recognition of her
leadership and academic excellence in the classroom. Audrie
was inducted into the Upsilon Phi Delta Honor Society this past
December and is also the recipient of the 2025 Mark Thomas
Noone Outstanding HA Undergraduate Scholarship. 

Audrie is born and raised in San Marcos, Texas. She is a non-
traditional student whose academic journey is rooted in
perseverance, purpose, and a strong commitment to family. She
is happily married to her husband, and together they are
raising their four children. After earning her Associate Degree in
Health Science from Austin Community College in 2023, Audrie
chose to continue her education at Texas State University,
where she is currently a senior in the Bachelor of Healthcare
Administration program and preparing to graduate in May
2026.

Audrie pursued Healthcare Administration out of a passion for
making a meaningful and lasting impact within the healthcare
system. Her professional goal is to obtain a leadership position
within a long-term care facility. While long-term care settings
are often viewed negatively, Audrie believes they present
significant opportunities for compassionate leadership and
high-quality care. 



Through the education, mentorship, and support she has
received from faculty and peers at Texas State University, she is
confident in her ability to help reshape the perception of
nursing homes by fostering environments grounded in dignity,
respect, and excellence—values she has learned and observed
throughout her academic journey. Audrie remains committed to
continued growth, leadership, and service and looks forward to
making a meaningful difference in the lives of those she serves
throughout her career.



Melina Wenke
Health Administration

Outstanding Academic Graduate Student
2026



Melina Wenke has been named SOHA’s Outstanding Graduate
Student. She was selected by faculty in recognition of her
service, leadership in the classroom, and academic
performance. She is also the recipient of the 2025 Bernard and
Irma Rappaport Outstanding Graduate Scholarship.  
 
Melina is in her final year of the Master of Health
Administration (MHA) program at Texas State University and is
also a proud alumna of the Bachelor of Health Administration
(BHA) program. Over the past six years at Texas State, Melina
has developed a strong foundation in healthcare
administration through rigorous coursework and the
unwavering support of the School of Health Administration
faculty. 

Continuing her education at Texas State after completing her
undergraduate degree was an easy decision, as the dedication
and commitment of her professors consistently exceeded
expectations. She credits much of her academic success and
perseverance to the faculty and staff who continually go above
and beyond for their students. Melina remains committed to
academic excellence, maintaining an overall GPA of 3.64. 



As she prepares for graduation in May 2026, Melina is
completing her final semester through a professional field
placement at Ageless Men’s Health, where she currently serves
as a Clinic Manager. In this role, she oversees daily clinic
operations, revenue cycle processes, and compliance initiatives
while supporting patient-centered care. Following graduation,
she plans to remain with the organization and continue
growing in her managerial role, with a strong interest in
expanding her expertise in healthcare marketing and
operations. 

She looks forward to working closely with organizational
leadership to support long-term growth and success while
applying the knowledge gained through the MHA program.



Le’chele Price 
Health Informatics & Information Managementt

Outstanding Academic Undergraduate Student
2026



Le’chele Ce’aria Price is currently a senior at Texas State
University pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Health
Information Management (HIM). She is expected to graduate
in May 2026. Throughout her time at Texas State, she has
developed a strong interest in how healthcare organizations
manage, protect, and use patient information to support
quality care. Health information management combines
technology, healthcare, and data, and she enjoys learning
how these areas work together to keep healthcare systems
running efficiently and securely.

During her studies, she has gained knowledge in several
areas of health information management, including
electronic health records (EHR), healthcare data quality,
medical coding principles, and patient privacy regulations.
One of the most important things she has learned is how
essential accurate and secure health records are for both
healthcare providers and patients. Health information
professionals play a key role behind the scenes, making sure
information is organized, protected, and accessible when it is
needed for patient care.



As part of her degree program, Le’chele completed a
Professional Practice Experience (PPE) internship with
Ascension Seton Healthcare. This internship gave her the
opportunity to see how the concepts she learned in class are
applied in a real healthcare setting. She observed how
medical records are managed and how HIM professionals
work to maintain the integrity and confidentiality of patient
information. Being able to learn from professionals in the
field helped her better understand the day-to-day
responsibilities of a health information department and
strengthened her interest in pursuing this career.

Outside of school, she currently works part-time as a Level 1
Security Officer at a food production facility. In this role, she
helps monitor the safety of the facility, observe security
systems, and respond to potential safety concerns. While this
job is not directly in healthcare, it has helped her build skills
that are very important in health information management,
such as responsibility, attention to detail, and the ability to
remain calm in different situations. These skills are
especially valuable when working with sensitive information
that must remain private and protected.



Looking ahead, she plans to continue building her
professional qualifications after graduating. One of her goals
is to take the Registered Health Information Administrator
(RHIA) exam to become certified. She also plans to continue
her education in Fall 2026 by pursuing a master’s degree in
Health Information Security. As healthcare systems rely more
heavily on digital records and technology, protecting patient
data from security threats has become increasingly
important.

Le’chele’s long-term goal is to work in healthcare
cybersecurity and eventually move into leadership roles
where she can help organizations strengthen their
information security strategies. She believes that protecting
patient information is a critical part of maintaining trust
between healthcare providers and the communities they
serve.

Overall, she is excited to begin her career in health
information management and contribute to the future of
healthcare information systems. Le’chele looks forward to
continuing to learn, grow professionally, and help ensure that
healthcare data remains accurate, secure, and accessible for
those who rely on it.



Trizzie Nguyen
Health Informatics & Information Management

Outstanding Academic Graduate Student
2026



Trizzie Nguyen’s healthcare career was shaped by personal
challenges that led her to pursue a career in healthcare
operations. Not only did those challenges strengthen her
resilience, but they also inspired her to pursue her love of
education. During her third year of college, she was diagnosed
with lupus nephritis. Over time, the disease affected her
kidneys, caused her kidneys to fail, and ultimately led her to
have a kidney transplant. That life-changing experience
caused her to step away from pursuing a pharmacy degree and
rethink how she could still use her background in biology to
make a meaningful impact on patients.

During her time as a patient, Trizzie noticed the vast amount
of services and charges billed for her treatment. She reviewed
her billing statements and realized they were filled with
unfamiliar letters and numbers; she did not fully understand
what those items or descriptions meant. She became curious
about how those codes translated into the services that she
received. What was this seemingly foreign language? Her
curiosity led her to apply to a medical coding program at a
community college, where she learned how to code and
understand the importance of accurate billing and
documentation. It also opened the door to a career in medical
coding and billing.



Trizzie is now a healthcare professional with over 13 years of
experience in medical coding auditing, billing compliance,
and provider education across multiple healthcare settings.
She currently works as a Senior Revenue Integrity Educator at
the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. In this
role, she supports the revenue integrity medicine team by
researching complex coding, documentation, and
reimbursement inquiries from physicians and clinical
departments. She also performs quality assurance reviews to
ensure medical record documentation appropriately supports
diagnoses, procedures, and services rendered, and that billing
practices remain accurate and compliant with payer policies
and government regulations.

In addition to her quality assurance work, Trizzie is passionate
about education and collaboration. She develops and delivers
training for physicians and clinical departments across a wide
range of specialties, including Internal Medicine, Emergency
Medicine, Radiology, Neurology, Pediatrics, and Psychiatry.
She also partners with the compliance team to identify
documentation risks and help develop practical solutions and
action plans, which may include updated workflows and
targeted education.



Earlier in her career, Trizzie worked as an Investigator Auditor
with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas, where she audited
inpatient and outpatient medical records to evaluate medical
necessity and investigated potential improper billing practices.
That experience working with both commercial and
government payers, along with provider-facing work, helped
her develop a well-rounded, real-world understanding of
revenue cycle operations and healthcare compliance.

Trizzie holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from the University
of Texas at Austin and is currently pursuing a Master of Health
Informatics at Texas State University. She is also a member of
two National College Honor Societies, Alpha Chi and Phi Kappa
Phi. She’s especially interested in how data and technology can
improve healthcare operations, and her goal is expanding her
career in revenue cycle management by combining her coding
expertise with informatics and analytics to support more
strategic, data-driven decision-making.

Outside of work and school, Trizzie enjoys golf and boxing;
these hobbies bring balance to her life, helping her recharge
physically and mentally. Trizzie also loves traveling to explore
new places and try new local foods whenever she goes.



Omar Enrique Gomez
Health Sciences

Outstanding Academic Undergraduate
Student

2026
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