Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
April 15, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek, Dave Donnelly, Tahir Ekin, Barbara Hewitt, Stacy Hunter, Kevin Jetton, Lynn Ledbetter, Noland Martin, Amy Meeks, 
Jo Beth Oestreich, Shailen Singh, Michael Supancic, Dimitry Tetin 
Members Absent:	Kim Lee
University Star:	Arabella DiChristina
Guests:	Natalie	Ceballos. Maggie Chen, Erin Dorrell, Jorge Figueroa, 
Kevin Gates, Kelly Kaufhold, Sarah Maines, Jason Martina.
Gabriel Olson, Carmen Westerberg, Ron Williams

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:01 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone and introduced the officers

II. Approval of April 8, 2026 Meeting Minutes
a. Motion made to approve April 8, 2026 Faculty Senate meeting minutes made, seconded and approved

III. Policy Review Assignments
a. The current assignments due for the appropriate Faculty Senators has been communicated 

IV. University Curriculum Committee Report – Program Additions and Changes (February 2026 Limited Cycle) PAAG (Presidential Academic Advisory Group) Topics
a. COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  
1. Department of Curriculum & Instruction  
· ADDITION:  Master of Science (M.S.) Major in Applied Behavior Analysis – APPROVED  

b. COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND COMMUNCIATION  
1. School of Art and Design  
· ADDITION:  Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Major in Game Development and Design - Accelerated Online Program – APPROVED with changes to THECB form  
2. Department of Communication Studies  
· ADDITION:  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Major in Communication – APPROVED with changes to curriculum requirements, faculty dissertation experience, and THECB form.  

c. COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS  
1. Department of Psychology  
2. ADDITION: Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Major in Clinical Psychology - APPROVED  



d. COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS  
1. Medical Laboratory Science  
2. CHANGE: Minor in Medical Laboratory Science to Minor in Laboratory Medicine - APPROVED with changes to questions after similar program(s) table  

e. COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING  
1. Department of Biology  
CHANGES:
· Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Major in Aquatic Resources and Integrative Biology (Entering with a Bachelor’s Degree) to Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Major in Integrative and Applied Biology (Entering with a Bachelor’s Degree) - APPROVED  
· Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Major in Aquatic Resources and Integrative Biology (Entering with a Masters’s Degree) to Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Major in Major in Integrative and Applied Biology (Entering with a Master’s Degree) - APPROVED  

V. Updates and Announcements
a. Provost Office: 
1. The appointment of 2026-2027 Faculty Senators and Officers is in progress 
2. A new policy for library staff members like the other promotion policies for faculty is in progress.
b. The 2026-2027 Faculty Senate will be seated at the April 29, 2026 Faculty Senate meeting
c. Senator Martin is working on the recommendations for the new Faculty Senate Constitution and will be on the agenda for the April 22, 2026 Faculty Senate meeting for discussion and review
d. Part-Time Faculty Excellence in Teaching Award applications for Academic Professional faculty are open and applications are starting to come in 

VI. Executive Session
a. The Faculty Senate went into Executive Session to discuss:
1. Endorse the Curricular Programs under review 
2. Endorse some Committee Membership -- Endorsements will be deferred until next week due to some more incoming suggestions

VII. Meeting Adjourned	
1. Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 5:12 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be on 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 4-6pm in JCK 880 and via Zoom



