Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek, Dave Donnelly, Tahir Ekin, Barbara Hewitt, Stacy Hunter, Kevin Jetton, Lynn Ledbetter, Kim Lee, Noland Martin, Amy Meeks, 
Jo Beth Oestreich, Shailen Singh, Michael Supancic, Dimitry Tetin 
Guests:	Augustine Agwuele, John Carranza, Erin Dorrell, Kevin Gates, 
Dwonna Naomi Goldstone, Sarah Maines, Pradeep Ramanathan

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:01 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone and introduced the officers

II. Committee Charges
a. A review of each Faculty Senate committee charges and reporting requirements were discussed

III. Updates and Announcements
a. Next week’s meeting on April 29, 2026 will be the seating of the 2026-2027 Faculty Senate at 5:00 p.m.
b. A social gathering of the current and incoming Faculty Senate members will occur after the meeting

IV. Approval of April 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes
a. Motion made to approve April 15, 2026 Faculty Senate meeting minutes made, seconded, and approved

V. Faculty Constitution Discussion
a. With the compliance to SB 37 and restructuring of Faculty Senates throughout the state of Texas, new Bylaws were created and approved which were based on the mandatory template that was provided by TSUS along with the pertinent concepts from our prior Standing Rules.  
b. The current Faculty Constitution is outdated, and current state law requires changes and will no longer be subject to faculty vote.  	Comment by Ledbetter, Lynn: is	Comment by Donnelly, David: This sentence is unclear.  What will no longer be subject to faculty vote?	Comment by Mortenson, GG: The Faculty Constitution as it was written, is not in compliance with SB37 and requires changes to align with state law. Changes required by law will not be subject to a faculty vote. 
c. A discussion of the discrepancies that exist between the current Constitution and Standing Rules vs the current Bylaws occurred of the 7 issues that were identified
d. At the next Faculty Senate meeting, a concise set of recommendations will be presented for review and decisioning

VI. Executive Session
a. 2026 part-time Excellence in Teaching Award Recommendations by the APFC were presented for endorsement
b. University Research Enhancement Committee (REP) Recommendations got Endorsement
c. Committee roster changes and charges 



VII. Meeting Adjourned	
1. Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 6:12 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate will be on 
Wednesday, April 29, 2026 4-6pm in JCK 880 and via Zoom



