WLL Year-in-Review 25-26: A year marked by innovation, collaboration, and partnerships

Angela’s 1st song: Après un rêve (Gabriel Fauré)

Good afternoon, everyone. Welcome to the 2026 WLL Awards and Graduation Celebration Ceremony. I want to take a couple of minutes to tell you about all the things we have been doing here at TXST and in World Languages in particular over the past academic year. Today´s story is a story grounded in people, propelled by innovation, and laser focused on preparing our students with transferable, interdisciplinary skills with the goal of preparing our students for the competitive job market.
We accomplished these goals through our continued strategic faculty hiring, expanding our student experiential learning and internship opportunities through expanded community focus such as through an internship partnership with the Sophienburg Museum and Archives; the Intercambio and Multi-Language Mixers programs; through cross-disciplinary partnerships—especially with Mass Communication as we explore a Spanish Broadcasting degree, and new connections that put language learning in direct conversation with students’ professional goals-and this year we did the first 2 broadcasts in Spanish in TXST history for baseball games. Next year, we hope to be able to expand this opportunity to more students and more sports – specifically to American Football, Soccer, Basketball, as well as Baseball- this creating a highly visible internship pipeline and work experience for our students. 
We continue modernizing course delivery through a yearlong training program focused on AI and new technologies, to support faculty in integrating AI responsibly into our courses to help prepare students with the tools they’ll encounter in today’s workplaces. We have expanded access to our courses and faculty through the launching Accelerated Online Courses and mini-master courses to widen access—and we’re building toward a full AOP B.A. in Spanish launch on January 27, creating a clear pathway for students who need flexible, high-quality options. We’re expanding online sequences as well, including German 1410–2320 for AOP, and we continue strengthening French through online platforms, pairing strong pedagogy with scalable delivery to support student success. Our students have travelled to: Austria, France, Spain, Italy, Taiwan, Japan, and this year, they will also travel to Morocco. 
Our Translation Services Center- in its second full year of existence- delivered clear impact, completing more than eight substantial translations for on- and off-campus partners—including the Meadows Center, supporting a university priority on water. 
In parallel with this focus on academic quality innovation, our faculty engage in meaningful research- their work is internationally recognized. In 2025 alone, our tenure-tenure track faculty 3 scholarly monographs, 2 edited books, guest edited 2 special issues of high impact journals, 11 books chapters, 8 journal articles. They have been on international scholarly award committees, secured research grants, and started new research pathways. They have been invited to the ACLS Summer Institute and to translate for the NYT and serve as translators around the world.
Angela’s 2nd song: Gretchen am Spinnrade (Schubert)

Let me talk about a few of our students’ successes here:
· Martin Rivera (German) - Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship 
· Ryan McBroom (Spanish) - English Teaching Assistantship in Costa Rica 
· Sarah Hennig (German) - Sarah Hennig, a German major, has been selected for a U.S. Teaching Assistantship in Austria. This assistantship is administered by Fulbright Austria on behalf of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Education. This is NOT part of the U.S. Fulbright Program. These teaching assistantships are awarded by the Austrian Ministry of Education.
· 2026 Liberal Arts Undergraduate Research Expo awardee: French minor Donovan Cho (International Studies) Translation as Historical Inquiry: Contemporaneous Critiques of the French Protectorate of Missionaries in China.
· Andrew Stell (Spanish) - attending the University of Houston for PhD in Spanish linguistics 

· Memphis Mallory (German) - Study/Research Award in Austria. Memphis: if awarded the Fulbright, he plans to complete a digital humanities project on the digital curation of prehistoric textiles as an experiential learning tool at the University of Vienna and the Natural History Museum in Vienna.
· David Julith Spanish MA – Texas Tech
· Tyler Mauer (German) - MA in Medieval History at the University of York in the United Kingdom 
· Travis Ortiz (Spanish) - participating in a poetry reading panel at the 60th Annual Southwest Council of Latin American Studies conference – and Broadcasting
· Hunter Ford (German) - MA in History at Texas State University 
· Hunter Ford has also been accepted to law school at the University of Oregon.
· Isabella Litwin- received a Poster Prize scholarship at the Undergraduate Research expo

· Lucas Landry (German) - AATG Study Abroad Scholarship for College Students 
·  Jimena Rodriguez, Spanish Major and Professional Spanish Intern, receives national recognition.
A dual degree senior in Spanish and Public Health, Jimena has received the Keogh Scholarship from the American Public Health Association to present her work at the APHA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. in November. The presentation will highlight her internship work in summer 2025 with the Occupational Health Internship Program on employee well-being and workplace safety with the Bay Area Fast Food Workers’ Union.
Jimena, a Hall Family first-gen scholar at Texas State, has recently accepted a fellowship from the Harvard T. H. Chan School of Public Health to participate in Harvard’s Program on Applied Risk Communication for the 21st Century, Mastering Risk Communication: Empowering Public Trust and Decision-Making in a Complex Information Age, focusing on communication challenges and strategies related to science and health information. Jimena’s primary area of emphasis is creating and disseminating accurate health information in Spanish.
Angela 3rd song: Historia de un amor en el estilo (Eydie Gormé y Trio Los Panchos)

Next: Ugalde
Awards + scholarships
Excellence:
The following criteria were used to determine a student’s eligibility: 
· minimum TXST GPA of 3.75
· minimum of 30 hours completed at Texas State
· junior or senior classification

Musical break…..Ode to Joy/Berenguer
Graduating


