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Emergency Detention 
Laws & Legislative Update

Justice Court Training Center
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Kama Harris, J.D., JCMH Assistant Director

The mission of the Judicial Commission on Mental Health is to engage and 
empower court systems through collaboration, education, and leadership, thereby 
improving the lives of individuals with mental health needs, substance use 
disorders, and intellectual and developmental disabilities.
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Sequential Intercept Model

Public 
Health

0
Community 

Services

1
Law 

Enforcement

2
Initial Detention / 

Court Hearings

3

Courts

4

Re-entry

5
Community 
Corrections

Pre-Prosecution Diversion / Pre-Trial Intervention
Prosecutor’s office

Pre-arrest Diversion 
Programs or 

Policies
CCP art. 14.035 (IDD)

Specialty Courts / Specialty Dockets Tex. Gov’t Code 125.005

AOT – Assisted 
Outpatient 
Treatment

 H&S code 574.037

Jail
•Access to 24/7 telepsychiatry
•Mandatory Rx med Review  
•Providing Rx meds.
Gov’t Code § 511.009(a)(19) & (d)

Transfer D (in appropriate cases) to 
alternative court for court-ordered 

outpatient MH services with or without 
dismissal – H&S Code Ch. 574; CCP 

16.22 (c)(5)

Magistration 
CCP 15.17 Hearing 

Jail / Magistrate

LMHA / LBHA / LIDDACCQ – alert notification of LMHAVisit by Jail Liaison to LMHAConnected to Psych services?Contracted Jail Based treatment services?HS Code 533.0354

LMHA / LBHA / LIDDA
•CCQ – alert notification of LMHA
•Visit by Jail Liaison to LMHA
•Connected to Psych services?
•Contracted Jail Based treatment 

services?
H&S Code 533.0354

Defense Attorney Appointed CCP 15.17 

LMHA / TCOOMMI Services

LMHA / LIDDA / 
LBHA / HHSC 

H&S Code 
533.0354

911 Dispatch with 
MH connections

Crisis Intervention 
•Crisis Lines 988
•Crisis Intervention Teams
•Mobile Crisis Response Teams
•Utilization of CCP 16.23
•MH Co-responder Programs

Court Ordered Medication (for Competency) CCP 46B.086
If under 46B, re-evaluate for competency after stabilization on medications 

Probation
• Connection with 

Services
• Specifically tailored 

probation conditions
• Conditions entered in 

TCIC per CCP art. 
17.50

Emergency Detentions

Risk Assessments utilized
Pre-trial / Probation

Early Identification Process, CCP art. 16.22, Jail, Magistrate, LMHA

CCP 16.22 Interview & Report -  considered 
for bail, bond conditions, appointment of counsel, treatment, punishment, probation conditions

Booking at Jail
 Screening Forms 37 Tex. Admin 

Code § 273.5; TLETS CCQ

Arrest or Diversion
Police / Jail

Utilization of CCP 
16.23

Jail Re-entry 
Services

Prison Re-entry 
Services

Competency CCP 46B
• Evaluation & hearing 
• Consider OCR or JBCR CCP 46B.071 
• State Hospital Inpatient  

Competency Restoration Services    

Court Ordered Meds (Civil) H&S 
Code 574.106 (MH); 592.156 (IDD)

Pre-booking Diversion 
Programs or Policies

Jail

Parole
• Connection with 

Services

VIOLATION

VIOLATION

Pre-trial Services / Bond Monitoring

Cross-system 
Collaboration

•Quarterly 
Systems 
Meetings

•Weekly or
Bi-weekly 
case 
management 
meetings

Mental Health Bonds 
CCP 17.032 Hearing 

Magistrate/Judge

Investigation
Police / DA

Emergency Det. 
with a Warrant

H&S Code 573.012 

APOWW
H&S Code 573.001 

Insanity CCP 46C

Voluntary Mental 
Health Treatment
H&S Code ch. 572

Disclosure of Information for Continuity of Care Purposes between all agencies at intersection of MH/justice system Health & Safety Code 614.071

Community 
Paramedicine

EMS, EMT

Positive Interaction 
Programs

Police 

Local 
Collaboratives 
• Suicide 

Prevention
• Behavioral 

Health
•Veterans

Peer Supports 
and Specialists

Advanced 
Directives

Peer Supports 
and Specialists

TCOOMMI

Pre-release Benefits 
Enrollment

Human Res. Code § 
33.0181

Transition and 
Re-entry Plans

RX Continuity

Involuntary MH 
Commitment

H&S Code ch. 573

Psychoactive Meds 
(civil COMs) H&S § 

574.106 (MH) 
592.156 (IDD)
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https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.14.htm#14.035
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/GV/htm/GV.125.htm#125.005
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.574.htm#574.037
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/GV/htm/GV.511.htm#511.009
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.16.htm#16.22
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.15.htm#15.17
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.533.htm#533.0354
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.533.htm#533.0354
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.15.htm#15.17
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.533.htm#533.0354
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.16.htm#16.23
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.46B.htm#46B.086
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.16.htm#16.22
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.16.htm#16.22
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=37&pt=9&ch=273&rl=5
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=37&pt=9&ch=273&rl=5
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=37&pt=9&ch=273&rl=5
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=37&pt=9&ch=273&rl=5
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.16.htm#16.23
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.16.htm#16.23
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.46B.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.46B.htm#46B.071
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.574.htm#574.106
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.592.htm#592.156
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.17.htm#17.032
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.573.htm#573.012
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.573.htm#573.001
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/CR/htm/CR.46C.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.572.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.572.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.614.htm#614.017
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HR/htm/HR.33.htm#33.0181
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HR/htm/HR.33.htm#33.0181
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HR/htm/HR.33.htm#33.0181
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.574.htm#573
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.574.htm#574.106
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.592.htm#592.156
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Courts
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Re-entry
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Community 
Corrections

Pre-Prosecution Diversion / Pre-Trial Intervention
Prosecutor’s office

Pre-arrest Diversion 
Programs or 

Policies
CCP art. 14.035 (IDD)

Specialty Courts / Specialty Dockets Tex. Gov’t Code 125.005

AOT – Assisted 
Outpatient 
Treatment

 H&S code 574.037

Jail
•Access to 24/7 telepsychiatry
•Mandatory Rx med Review  
•Providing Rx meds.
Gov’t Code § 511.009(a)(19) & (d)

Transfer D (in appropriate cases) to 
alternative court for court-ordered 
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16.22 (c)(5)

Magistration 
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Health & Safety Code 533.0354
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LMHA / LIDDA / 
LBHA / HHSC 

H&S Code 
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•Utilization of CCP 16.23
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• Connection with 

Services
• Specifically tailored 

probation conditions
• Conditions entered in 

TCIC per CCP art. 
17.50
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Risk Assessments utilized
Pre-trial / Probation

Early Identification Process, CCP art. 16.22, Jail, Magistrate, LMHA

CCP 16.22 Interview & Report -  considered 
for bail, bond conditions, appointment of counsel, treatment, punishment, probation conditions

Booking at Jail
 Screening Forms 37 Tex. Admin 

Code § 273.5; TLETS CCQ

Arrest or Diversion
Police / Jail

Utilization of CCP 
16.23

Jail Re-entry 
Services

Prison Re-entry 
Services

Competency CCP 46B
• Evaluation & hearing 
• Consider OCR or JBCR CCP 46B.071 
• State Hospital Inpatient  

Competency Restoration Services    

Court Ordered Meds (Civil) H&S 
Code 574.106 (MH); 592.156 (IDD)
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Jail

Parole
• Connection with 

Services
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VIOLATION

Pre-trial Services / Bond Monitoring

Cross-system 
Collaboration
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Systems 
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case 
management 
meetings

Mental Health Bonds 
CCP 17.032 Hearing 

Magistrate/Judge

Investigation
Police / DA

Emergency Det. 
with a Warrant

H&S Code 573.012 
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H&S Code 573.001 

Insanity CCP 46C
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Police 
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3 Steps of Involuntary Commitment 

Emergency 
Detention

Protective 
Custody

Commitment

Crisis Help

Get to the hospital 
for examination 
(& stabilization if 
needed)

Hold on

Stay in a safe place 
and receive treatment 
while we get to a final 
hearing.

Hearings 
(Temporary and Final)

Determines: 
- Inpatient / Outpatient
- Temporary / Extended 

Court Ordered 
Mental Health 

Services
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Emergency 
Detention

Protective 
Custody

Commitment
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Who has Jurisdiction to Order Each?

• All Magistrates***

This includes:
• Municipal Judges 
• JPs
• County’s MH Court

• County’s MH Court
• Some Magistrates

Jurisdiction for OPCs is 
designated by the judge of the 
County’s MH Court

Only the MH Court

Court Ordered 
Mental Health 

Services

MH Court means:
• Statutory Probate Court
• County Court at Law with 

Probate Jurisdiction; or
• Constitutional County Courts

Magistrate Jurisdiction May Be Limited

8

• All Magistrates***

This includes:
• Municipal Judges 
• JPs
• County’s MH Court

Emergency 
Detention

***All Magistrates***

HOWEVER – May be limited by your Probate 
Judge. Look for an Administrative Order.

With 2 or more courts with probate Jurisdiction 
the order must be signed by all Probate Judges.

Health and Safety Code § 573.012(g)

7
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What is Emergency Detention?

→ Legal procedure to detain

→ a person experiencing a severe 
mental health crisis 

→ for a preliminary examination and  
crisis stabilization

What

Who

Why

Purpose of an Emergency Detention?

→ Keep a person from harming themselves or 
others.

→ Get someone to a facility for any necessary 
treatment.

→ Place the person in the least restrictive, most 
appropriate setting while safeguarding their legal 
due process rights.

9
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Types of Emergency Detention

11

WARRANTLESS DETENTION 

BY A PEACE OFFICER

APPLICATION BY AN

ADULT

Starting the Process of Getting a Warrant

► Patient goes to ER (voluntarily)

► Patient wants to leave

► Doctor files an Application for 
Emergency Detention Warrant

12

► Family files an Application for 
Emergency Detention Warrant

► Warrant gets issued

► Patient brought to hospital 
with a warrant

OR

11

12
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Emergency Detentions – With and Without a Warrant

Adult 
(non-PO)

START

App. for ED 
presented to 
Magistrate
§ 573.011

Warrant Denied 
by Magistrate 

§ 573.012

Person 
Released
§ 573.012

Does 
P meet 

ED 
Criteria?

Yes

No

App. for ED 
presented to 
Magistrate
§ 573.011

App. 
Reviewed by 
Magistrate

§ 573.012(b)

Person 
Apprehended 

by PO 
without 
Warrant

§ 573.001

Peace 
Officer 
START

PO gives 
notification 
of ED with 
MH facility 
§ 573.002

P 
Transported 

to Facility 
by PO or 

EMS

Police 
called & 
arrive at 

scene

Does 
P meet 

APOWW 
Criteria?

PO 
observes 

scene, talks 
to Person 
& other 

witnesses

Yes

No
Person 

Released

P 
temporarily 
accepted by 
facility for 

Prelim. 
Exam

§ 573.021

App = Application
CME = Certificate of Medical Examination
ED = Emergency Detention
EMS = Emergency Medical Services
Facility = approved MH facility (could be ER)
MH = Mental Health
P = Person
PO = Peace Officer

Magistrate 
Signs 

Emergency 
Detention 
Warrant

PO Serve 
Warrant & 
Transport P 
to Facility

Warrant 
Issued by 

Magistrate 
to on Duty 

PO 
§ 573.012

Electronic Presentation 
allowed if applicant is:
1) Physician or
2) Licensed Mental 

Health Professional 
Employed by LMHA

Magistrate 
Signs ED 
warrant

Adult 
(non-PO)

START

App. for 
ED 

presented 
to 

Magistrat
e

§ 573.011

Warrant Denied 
by Magistrate 

§ 573.012

Patient 
Released
§ 573.012

Does 
P meet 

ED 
Criteria?

Yes

No

App. for ED 
presented to 
Magistrate
§ 573.011

App. 
Reviewed by 
Magistrate

§ 573.012(b)

Electronic Presentation 
allowed if applicant is:
1) Physician or
2) Licensed Mental 

Health 
Professional 
Employed by 
LMHA

PO serve 
warrant & 
transport 

P to 
Facility

Patient 
Apprehended 

by PO 
without 
Warrant

§ 573.001

Peace 
Officer 
START

PO gives 
notification 
of ED with 
MH facility 
§ 573.002

P 
Transported 
to Facility by 
PO or EMS

Police 
called & 
arrive at 

scene

Does 
P meet 

APOWW 
Criteria?

PO 
observes 

scene, 
talks to P 
and other 
witnesses

Yes

No
Patient 

Released

P temporarily 
accepted by 
facility for 

Prelim. Exam
§ 573.021

Emergency Detention Process

Does 
P meet 

Criteria of 
Preliminary 

Exam?
§ 573.022

P released 
§ 573.023

No

P admitted to 
Hospital for 

ED
§ 573.022Yes

App = Application
CME = Certificate of Medical Examination
ED = Emergency Detention
EMS = Emergency Medical Services
Facility = approved MH facility (could be ER)
MH = Mental Health
P = Patient
PO = Peace Officer

Warrant 
Issued by 

Magistrate 
to on Duty 

PO 
§ 573.012

13
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Magistrate 
Signs ED 
warrant

Adult 
(non-PO)

START

App. for 
ED 

presented 
to 

Magistrat
e

§ 573.011

Warrant Denied 
by Magistrate 

§ 573.012

Patient 
Released
§ 573.012

Does 
P meet 

ED 
Criteria?

Yes

No

App. for ED 
presented to 
Magistrate
§ 573.011

App. 
Reviewed by 
Magistrate

§ 573.012(b)

Physician: 
Electronic 
presentation ok

Other Adult: Must 
be in person

PO serve 
warrant & 
transport 

P to 
Facility

Patient 
Apprehended 

by PO 
without 
Warrant

§ 573.001

Peace 
Officer 
START

PO gives 
notification 
of ED with 
MH facility 
§ 573.002

P 
Transported 
to Facility by 
PO or EMS

Police 
called & 
arrive at 

scene

Does 
P meet 

APOWW 
Criteria?

PO 
observes 

scene, 
talks to P 
and other 
witnesses

Yes

No

P 
temporarily 
accepted by 
facility for 

Prelim. Exam
§ 573.021

Patient 
Released

Emergency Detention

Does 
P meet 

Criteria of 
Preliminary 

Exam?
§ 573.022

P 
released 

§ 573.023

No

P admitted to 
Hospital for 

ED
§ 573.022

Yes

App = Application
CME = Certificate of Medical Examination
ED = Emergency Detention
EMS = Emergency Medical Services
Facility = approved MH facility (could be ER)
MH = Mental Health
P = Patient
PO = Peace Officer

Warrant 
Issued by 

Magistrate 
to on Duty 

PO 
§ 573.012

Within 12 Hours of 
apprehension, P 

must have 
Preliminary Exam § 

573.021

Within 48 Hours  
of presentation to 

facility, Facility 
must obtain OPC

 to continue
 to hold P
§ 573.021P
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App. for 
ED 

presented 
to 

Magistrat
e

§ 573.011

Warrant Denied 
by Magistrate 

§ 573.012

Patient 
Released
§ 573.012

Does 
P meet 

ED 
Criteria?

Yes

No

App. for ED 
presented to 
Magistrate
§ 573.011

App. 
Reviewed by 
Magistrate

§ 573.012(b)

Electronic Presentation 
allowed if applicant is:
1) Physician or
2) Licensed Mental 

Health 
Professional 
Employed by 
LMHA

PO serve 
warrant & 
transport 

P to 
Facility

Patient 
Apprehended 

by PO 
without 
Warrant

§ 573.001

Peace 
Officer 
START

PO gives 
notification 
of ED with 
MH facility 
§ 573.002

P 
Transported 
to Facility by 
PO or EMS

Police 
called & 
arrive at 

scene

Does 
P meet 

APOWW 
Criteria?

PO 
observes 

scene, 
talks to P 
and other 
witnesses

Yes

No
Patient 

Released

P temporarily 
accepted by 
facility for 

Prelim. Exam
§ 573.021

Emergency Detention Process

Does 
P meet 

Criteria of 
Preliminary 

Exam?
§ 573.022

P released 
§ 573.023

No

P admitted to 
Hospital for 

ED
§ 573.022Yes

App = Application
CME = Certificate of Medical Examination
ED = Emergency Detention
EMS = Emergency Medical Services
Facility = approved MH facility (could be ER)
MH = Mental Health
P = Patient
PO = Peace Officer

Warrant 
Issued by 

Magistrate 
to on Duty 

PO 
§ 573.012
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Legislative Changes

Legislative Change 1

Anosognosia Can be Considered in Emergency Detentions 

► The new law adds the “inability of the person to recognize 
symptoms or appreciate the risks and benefits of treatment” 
when looking at the criteria for an emergency detention.

► This law improves access to mental health care when a 
person has anosognosia, a neurological condition that causes 
people to be unaware of their psychiatric condition and can be 
diagnosed in connection with psychotic disorders, including 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.

17
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Apprehension by a Peace Officer Without a Warrant

(a) A peace officer, without a warrant, may take a person 
into custody, regardless of the age of the person, if the 
officer has reason to believe and does believe that: 

(1) the person is person with mental illness and 
because of that mental illness: 

 (A) there is a substantial risk of serious 
harm to the person or to others; 

(a)  A peace officer, without a warrant, may take a person 
into custody, regardless of the age of the person, if the 
officer:

(1)  has reason to believe and does believe that:
(A)  the person is a person with mental illness; 
and
(B)  because of that mental illness there is a 
substantial risk of serious harm to the person or 
to others unless the person is immediately 
restrained; and

(2)  believes that there is not sufficient time to obtain 
a warrant before taking the person into custody.

(b) A substantial risk of serious harm to the person or 
others under Subsection (a)(1)(B) may be demonstrated 
by:

Old Law     New Law (2025) § 573.001

(B) the person evidences severe emotional 
distress and deterioration in the person's 
mental condition; or 

(1)  the person's behavior;  or
(2)  evidence of severe emotional distress and 
deterioration in the person's mental condition

to the extent that the person cannot remain at liberty.

(2) the person is likely without immediate detention 
to suffer serious risk of harm or to inflict serious harm 
on another person; and 

(3) there is not sufficient time to obtain a warrant 
before taking the person into custody. 

(b) – repealed – S.B. 1164, 89th Leg., 2025 

(1)  the person's behavior;  or
(2)  evidence of severe emotional distress and 
deterioration in the person's mental condition

(C) the person evidences an inability to recognize 
symptoms or appreciate the risks and benefits of 
treatment; 

(2)  believes that there is not sufficient time to obtain 
a warrant before taking the person into custody.

to the extent that the person cannot remain at liberty.

A substantial risk of serious harm to the person 

Emergency Detention Warrant Standard

To Issue a Warrant, Magistrate Must Find 
Reasonable Cause to Believe:

(1) The person evidences MI; 
(2) There is a substantial risk of serious harm to 

self or others;
(3) The risk of harm is imminent unless person is 

immediately restrained;
(4) Risk of Harm Demonstrated by:

▪ Person’s Behavior
▪ Evidence of severe emotional distress 

and deterioration in the person’s 
mental condition to the extent the 
person cannot remain at liberty

(5) Necessary restraint cannot be accomplished 
without emergency detention.

Health & Safety Code § 573.012

To Issue a Warrant, Magistrate Must Find 
Reasonable Cause to Believe:

(1) the person evidences MI and because of that 
mental illness the person evidences: 

(A) a substantial risk of serious harm to himself 
or others; 
(B) severe emotional distress and deterioration 
in the person’s mental condition; or 
(C) an inability to recognize symptoms or 
appreciate the risks and benefits of treatment; 

(2) the person is likely without immediate detention 
to suffer serious risk of harm or to inflict serious 
harm to another person; 
(3) the risk of harm is imminent unless the person is 
immediately restrained; and 
(4) the necessary restraint cannot be accomplished 
without emergency detention. 

Old Law        New Law (2025)
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Updated Emergency Detention Standard

Mental Illness 

+ likely imminent harm 

+ one of these

Meets ED standard

A. a substantial risk of serious harm to himself 
or others; 

B. severe emotional distress and deterioration 
in the person’s mental condition; or 

C. an inability to recognize symptoms or 
appreciate the risks and benefits of 
treatment; 

Update to the Law Enforcement Emergency 
Detention Form 

 

This new law improves the required form for 
peace officers carrying out emergency detentions 
without a warrant. 

The proposed modifications add areas for officers 
to explain the bases for affirmative declarations of 
evidence of mental illness, substantial risk of 
harm, and the need for temporary restraint. 

New Notification 
of Emerg. 

Detention Form

Legislative Change 2
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Old Form
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Dr. Xavier Amador

► Video
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Clarify a Peace Officer does not have to 
remain after Presentation & providing 
documentation of an APOWW

Legislative Change 3

Magistrate 
Signs ED 
warrant

Adult 
(non-PO)

START

App. for 
ED 

presented 
to 

Magistrat
e

§ 573.011

Warrant Denied 
by Magistrate 

§ 573.012

Patient 
Released
§ 573.012

Does 
P meet 

ED 
Criteria?

Yes

No

App. for ED 
presented to 
Magistrate
§ 573.011

App. 
Reviewed by 
Magistrate

§ 573.012(b)

Physician: 
Electronic 
presentation ok

Other Adult: Must 
be in person

PO serve 
warrant & 
transport 

P to 
Facility

Patient 
Apprehended 

by PO 
without 
Warrant

§ 573.001

Peace 
Officer 
START

PO gives 
notification 
of ED with 
MH facility 
§ 573.002

P 
Transported 
to Facility by 
PO or EMS

Police 
called & 
arrive at 

scene

Does 
P meet 

APOWW 
Criteria?

PO 
observes 

scene, 
talks to P 
and other 
witnesses

Yes

No

P 
temporarily 
accepted by 
facility for 

Prelim. Exam
§ 573.021

Patient 
Released

Emergency Detention

Does 
P meet 

Criteria of 
Preliminary 

Exam?
§ 573.022

P 
released 

§ 573.023

No

P admitted to 
Hospital for 

ED
§ 573.022

Yes

App = Application
CME = Certificate of Medical Examination
ED = Emergency Detention
EMS = Emergency Medical Services
Facility = approved MH facility (could be ER)
MH = Mental Health
P = Patient
PO = Peace Officer

Warrant 
Issued by 

Magistrate 
to on Duty 

PO 
§ 573.012

Within 12 Hours of 
apprehension, P 

must have 
Preliminary Exam § 

573.021

Within 48 Hours  
of presentation to 

facility, Facility 
must obtain OPC

 to continue
 to hold P
§ 573.021P
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Clarify 
Court-ordered 
Mental Health 
Services 
Venue Law

SECTION 7.  Section 574.001(b), Health and Safety 
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b)  Except as provided by Subsection (f), the 
application must be filed with the county clerk in 
the county in which the proposed patient:

(1)  resides;

(2)  is located at the time the application is 
filed [is found]; [or]

(3) was apprehended under Chapter 573; or

(4)  is receiving mental health services by court 
order or under Subchapter A, Chapter 573.

Legislative Change 4

Resources
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Registration now open!

Order Bench Books and

Mental Health Code Book
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Contact JCMH!

Kama Harris Kama.Harris@txcourts.gov

www.texasjcmh.gov

35
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