Guide to Taking the Pre-Admission Content Test (PACT) for Texas State University Certification
What is the Pre-Admission Content Test (PACT)?
The Pre-Admission Content Test (PACT) is designed for candidates who do not meet the GPA requirement or who do not have sufficient coursework in the certification content area they wish to pursue. Passing the PACT allows candidates to demonstrate the content knowledge necessary for admission into the Texas State University Accelerated Alternative Certification (ACE) Program.
The PACT provides an alternative pathway for aspiring Texas educators by verifying that they possess the knowledge and skills needed to teach in their chosen certification area.
For complete and current information, please review the Texas Education Agency's official PACT website before registering for an exam.

Step 1: Obtain a TEA ID Number
Before registering for the PACT, you must have a Texas Education Agency (TEA) ID number.
If you do not already have one:
· Create a TEAL account.
· Access the Educator Certification Online System (ECOS).
· Obtain your TEA ID number.
Keep this number available throughout the certification process.

Step 2: Determine Which PACT You Need
The exam you take depends on the certification area you are pursuing.
Elementary Education (EC–6) and Special Education (EC–12)
· Essential Academic Skills (700)
Secondary Certification Areas (Grades 7–12)
Take the PACT that matches your intended certification field, such as:
· English Language Arts and Reading
· Mathematics
· Science
· Social Studies
· History
· Spanish
· Other approved certification content areas
If you are unsure which exam applies to your certification pathway, contact the ACE Program before registering.

Step 3: Prepare for the Exam
Thorough preparation is essential. Begin studying well before your scheduled exam date.
Focus on:
· Content knowledge in your certification area
· Test format
· Practice questions
· Test-taking strategies
Use multiple study resources rather than relying on only one source.

Recommended Study Resources
1. Official TEA Preparation Manuals
The official preparation manuals outline:
· Test structure
· Competencies
· Sample questions
· Testing framework
These should be your primary resource.

2. Online Study Programs
240 Tutoring
Highly recommended for Texas certification exams.
Features include:
· Diagnostic assessments
· Detailed study guides
· Practice exams
· Explanations for every answer
Certify Teacher
Offers:
· Interactive practice exams
· Personalized study plans
· Progress tracking
· Content review
Study.com
Provides:
· Video lessons
· Practice quizzes
· Review courses aligned to Texas educator exams

3. Study Guides and Test Prep Books
Popular options include:
· Mometrix PACT Study Guides
· REA Texas PACT Exam Test Prep
· XAMonline PACT Study Guides
These resources provide:
· Content review
· Practice questions
· Full-length practice exams
· Test-taking strategies

4. Pedagogy Study Materials (If Applicable)
Some certification exams include pedagogy-related content.
Helpful resources include:
· REA TExES PPR EC–12 Study Guide
· Pass the TExES PPR EC–12 Study Guide
· Certify Teacher PPR Practice Exams

5. Free Study Resources
Several high-quality resources are available at no cost.
Khan Academy
Excellent for reviewing:
· Mathematics
· Science
· Reading
· Writing
Quizlet
Provides:
· Flashcards
· Practice quizzes
· User-created study sets
ETS Praxis Resources
Although designed for Praxis exams, many content areas overlap with Texas certification exams and can provide additional practice.

6. Flashcards
Helpful options include:
· Mometrix Flashcards
· Brainscape Flashcards
· Quizlet Flashcards
These are useful for memorizing vocabulary, formulas, concepts, and key facts.

7. YouTube Resources
Many educators have created free preparation videos covering:
· Exam strategies
· Content reviews
· Practice problems
· Test-day tips
Search for:
· Texas Teacher Prep
· TExES Preparation Videos
· PACT Content Review

8. Community Support
Studying with others can improve understanding and accountability.
Consider joining:
· Reddit (r/TexasTeachers)
· Facebook groups focused on Texas educator certification
These communities often share:
· Study tips
· Recommended resources
· Personal testing experiences

Step 4: Register for the PACT
When you feel prepared:
1. Register through the Texas Educator Certification Examination Program (TExES).
2. Select the appropriate PACT exam for your certification area.
3. Pay the required testing fee.
Be sure to verify that you have selected the correct exam before submitting your registration.

Step 5: Schedule Your Exam
After registering:
· Select an approved testing center.
· Choose a testing date and time.
· Schedule your exam early enough to allow additional preparation if needed.

Step 6: Take the Exam
On test day:
· Arrive early.
· Bring valid government-issued identification.
· Bring any required documentation.
· Know your TEA ID number.
· Follow all testing center procedures.

Step 7: Receive Your Scores
After completing the exam:
· Scores are typically available within a few weeks.
· Check your score report through your TExES testing account.
Review your results carefully.

Step 8: Submit Your Scores
Once you have passed the appropriate PACT exam:
Submit your scores as part of your Texas State University ACE Program admission materials.
Be sure that all required admission documents have also been submitted to complete your application.

Helpful Tips for Success
· Begin studying early.
· Create a weekly study schedule.
· Take multiple practice exams.
· Review your weak content areas.
· Use more than one study resource.
· Join study groups or online communities if helpful.
· Get plenty of rest before test day.
· Arrive early and prepared for your exam.

Frequently Asked Questions
Who needs to take the PACT?
Candidates who:
· Do not meet the minimum GPA requirement for admission, or
· Do not have enough coursework in the desired certification content area.
Which PACT do Elementary and Special Education candidates take?
Essential Academic Skills (700).
Which PACT do Secondary candidates take?
The content-specific PACT that matches their certification area.
Can I study on my own?
Yes. Many candidates successfully prepare independently using official manuals, practice exams, online courses, and study guides.

Additional Study Resources
· Official Texas Educator Certification Examination Program Preparation Manuals
· 240 Tutoring
· Certify Teacher
· Mometrix Study Guides
· REA Test Preparation Guides
· XAMonline Study Guides
· Study.com
· Khan Academy
· Quizlet
· Brainscape
· Texas Teacher Prep (YouTube)
· TExES Preparation Videos (YouTube)
· Reddit (r/TexasTeachers)
· Facebook Texas Certification Study Groups

Preparing thoroughly for the PACT is one of the most important steps toward becoming a certified Texas educator. Using a combination of official preparation materials, practice exams, and quality study resources will help you build confidence and increase your chances of success. Be sure to review all information provided by the Texas Education Agency and the Texas Educator Certification Examination Program, and contact the Texas State University ACE Program if you have questions about which PACT exam is appropriate for your certification pathway.

