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Partnership Highlights: 2026 Impact

The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment’s partnership with H-E-B
continues to expand access to high-quality environmental education for thousands
of Texans each year. In 2026, this collaboration enabled youth and adults to engage
in hands-on learning focused on water and sustainability. The partnership also
supported the launch of the Texas One Water Hub, a centralized resource designed
to strengthen water conservation efforts in Texas. With the addition of Texas
Recycles Day, our partnership continues to grow and encourage environmental
responsibility in our shared communities.

Environmental Learning at Spring Lake

At the heart of the Meadows Center’s educational programming is a commitment to
accessible, place-based environmental education. Spring Lake offers students an
immersive learning experience that strengthens their understanding of water and
their connection to the environment.

Thanks to H-E-B'’s support in 2026, the Meadows Center provided free field trips

for more than 500 third-grade students from four San Marcos elementary schools.
These experiences removed cost barriers and gave local students the opportunity

to explore Spring Lake through hands-on activities and guided TEKS-aligned
education. The free field trips were enhanced through collaborations with the Hays
County Master Naturalists, Texas State University pre-service teachers, and students
in the university’s interpretive geography class. Each participating student also
received a copy of the Beautiful Hays County Activity Book, produced by the Hays
County Master Naturalists. The activity book reinforced lessons from the field trip
and encouraged students to continue exploring their local environment at home.
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H-E-B also supported the Meadows Center’s Family Fun Days. Held throughout
the year, these events welcome visitors of all ages to explore science and nature
through guided tours, interactive exhibits, crafts, and community partnerships.
From January through July 2026, more than 1,600 visitors participated in Family
Fun Days. Programming featured collaborations with organizations including Texas
State University’s Turtle Lab and Wildlife Society, The Mathnasium of Kyle, Great
Springs Project, and even a poetry club. Visitor zip-code data demonstrates that
the program’s reach extends beyond San Marcos into neighboring counties and
rural communities. Many families attend events, helping create intergenerational
connections around water stewardship and sustainability.

H-E-B’s partnership ensures that these meaningful learning experiences remain free
and accessible to the community, regardless of background.
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https://www.meadowscenter.txst.edu/education/familyfundays.html

2026 Earth Day San Marcos Festival

The Meadows Center celebrated Earth Day San Marcos on April 19, 2026. Despite
rainy weather, more than 1,500 visitors joined us for a day of environmental learning
and connection. The event featured educational booths, workshops, hands-

on activities, and free glass-bottom boat rides. Festival goers also attended a
special book reading of Napako, Our Journey: The Coahuiltecan Creation Story and
Sacred Springs by Maria Rocha, creating an opportunity to connect environmental
stewardship with the cultural and Indigenous history of the sacred springs.

2025 Texas Recycles Day

On November 14-15, the Meadows Center participated in H-E-B’s Texas Recycles Day,
inviting visitors to exchange eligible plastic recyclables for a free glass-bottom boat
tour. During the two-day event, visitors contributed an estimated 800 plastic items
for recycling. By connecting recycling with a firsthand experience of Spring Lake,
the event gave participants an engaging way to understand how waste reduction

supports healthier communities and ecosystems.
2025 TEXAS RECYCLES DAY PROMOTIONS
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RECYCLE FOR A

FREE GLASS-BOTTOM BOAT TOUR
November 14-16, 2025

‘When:

November 14th, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m
November 15th, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
November 16th, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m

Glass-bottom boat tours run 10 a.m. -
3:30 p.m..
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Reported One Water Communities maps.
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THE TEXAS ONE WATER HUB BRINGS CASE STUDIES, INTERACTIVE MAPS, PLANNING TOOLS AND EDUCATIONAL
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Rainwater Harvesting_in “Years in the making”: 150- eilly Elementary School
the Laws and Codes of... acre Zipp Family Sports.. Webinar

Atechnical note from the Anews article from Community Awebinar from the City of
Meadows Center for Water an. Impact that highlights Zipp. Austin's Watershed Protection

See One Water in Action

Take a virtual tour of the growing One Water movement. Click on a feature to see more

information. Select Open Map to switch between Texas One Water and US Water Alliance’s Self-

R
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The Texas One Water Hub

H-E-B provided essential seed funding to help the Meadows Center establish the
Texas One Water Initiative and advance a shared vision in which all Texans have the
knowledge and resources needed to conserve and protect the state’s precious water
resources.

During fiscal year 2026, we finalized and launched the Texas One Water Hub. This
interactive, data-driven resource brings together Texas-based case studies, research,
planning tools, and regulatory guidance in one central platform. Its resources help
utilities, planners, policymakers, developers, researchers, and community leaders
explore practical One Water strategies, including rainwater harvesting, water reuse,
and integrated water management. H-E-B’s investment supported the final research,
mapping, and technical work needed to move this platform from development to
launch.

Since going live in early 2026, the Hub has attracted an average of approximately
50 views per day. The Meadows Center also carried out a social media campaign

to promote the launch, encourage resource submissions, and highlight One Water
strategies already being implemented across Texas. The strongest response came
from the “What’s Trending in the Texas One Water Hub?” series, which featured
examples such as the state’s first approved public water system fully supported by
rainwater harvesting and a local tax incentive for residential rainwater collection.

From January through June 2026, a total of 14 social media posts generated
8,750 impressions and 1,240 engagements, including 1,029 clicks, 184 likes, and
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https://www.txonewaterhub.org/

24 reposts. Together, the Hub’s growing daily use and strong digital engagement
demonstrate Texans’ appetite for accessible information that can help communities

make more informed and sustainable water decisions.

H-E-B’s early investment helped create lasting infrastructure for smarter water
management in Texas. By supporting the Hub at a pivotal stage, H-E-B enabled
the Meadows Center to provide a resource that is already expanding access

to information, strengthening collaboration among practitioners, and helping

communities see what is possible through One Water.

ONE WATER HUB SOCIAL PROMOTIONS
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~=¥ What's trending in the Texas One
Water Hub? & This week: A new case
study sharing how the Campsite at
@shield.ranch became the first state-
approved public water systemin
Texas to be fully supported by
rainwater harvesting.

From system design and permitting to
treatment, monitering, and long-term
operations, the resource offers
valuable lessons for communities
exploring decentralized One Water
approaches.

Explore the case study on the Hub via

Boost post
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“ The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment
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What's trending in the Texas One Water Hub? O

This week: Austin Water's case study on the Austin Community
College Highland Campus, where an aging mall was transformed into a model for
water sustainability.

The project captures rainwater and A/C condensate in a 680,000-gallon cistern
beneath the parking garage, then treats, stores, and reuses that water to irrigate
nearby green space — saving an estimated 1.8 million gallons of potable water
each year. Check out the full case study on the Hub: https://tr.ee/JJGIVr!

5 Have a One Water resource others could learn from? Submit it to the Hub and
help more Texas communities see what's possible: https://Inkd.in/ggD_satr.

Trending in the Texas One Wate - 4 pages
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Austin Community College
Highland Campus
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One Water
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n The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment
e Published by Sarah Wingfield @ - February 20 - @

Lights, camera...One Water! $, § #MC4Water's Director of Watershed Studies, Jenna Walker,
was live on KVUE today sharing the vision behind our newly launched Texas One Water Hub, a
new statewide resource designed to help Texans think differently about water.

a2 Curious how it works? Register to join us for a live virtual tour of the Hub on Monday, Feb.
23: https://bit.ly/4aqqhB1 See less

Explore the
Texas One
Water Hub

February 23 | Free virtual event

REGISTER NOW

<

Plan Smarter
With One Water!

The Texas One Water Hub helps you find case
studies and guidance
=
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