

Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes
September 2, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek (LA), Dave Donnelly (SE), Tahir Ekin (BA), Kevin Gates (FAC), Reiko Graham (LA), Stacy Hunter (ED), Kevin Jetton (BA), Lynn Ledbetter (FAC), Kim Lee (HP), Noland Martin (SE), Amy Meeks (LA), Jo Beth Oestreich (ED), Piyush Shroff (SE), Shailen Singh (AA), 
Michael Supancic (AA), Dimitry Tetin (FAC)
GG Mortenson (Faculty Senate Administrative Assistant)
Members Absent:	Barbara Hewitt (HP)
Media:	Arabella DiChristina (Student, University Star)
Provost’s Office:	Ron Williams (Vice Provost, Faculty Success)
Speakers:	Leslie Shroyer (SE-Math, Suspension Appeals Committee previous chair)
Jessica Dutton (SE-Biology, Suspension Appeals Committee chair)
Guests:	Gwen Cariker, Karen Sigler, Farzan Irani, Clay Green, Audrey Stewart,
Tiffany McDonald, Kimberlee Davis, Craig Damin, Michael Kumura, 
Melissa Martinez, Kathy Ybanez-Llorente, Pradeep Ramanathan,
Hannah Collazo, Bob Vásquez

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:01 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the faculty senate officers

II. Proposed President’s Cabinet Questions for the September 16, 2026 Faculty Senate Meeting with the President’s Cabinet
a. Doctoral students no longer being hooded during commencement ceremonies announcement.  Alternatives were shared during the meeting by the senators:
1. Consider having two simultaneous graduating student lines (one with the President, the other with the provost) 
2. Some colleges hold a separate hooding ceremony for all graduate students 
b. Parking Issues due to the recently implemented re-allocation of parking spaces and parking lots/garages for Residential, Employee and TXST vehicles on campus.  Some of the points raised included:
1. Parking Services has created a new problem by accommodating all student residents
2. Concern about students parking in the limited employee parking spaces and not being ticketed
3. The planned Woods garage re-evaluation and/or reversal of the new restriction for employees to be able to park at any non-reserved space where available would bring immediate relief to the situation
4. Consideration for a shared employee reserved space wherein 2 employees pay for a permit, both assigned a shared employee space # or area and are never both on campus needing a parking space at the same time
5. Faculty are encouraged to be on campus thus parking becomes an issue including for mandatory in-person meetings 
6. Neglect of the campus parking infrastructure, added enrollment, more faculty and staff plus a reduction in the number of commuter parking spaces is our current reality
7. Consider adding parking lot access gates to employee lots
8. Need an update on the 2 planned parking garages plus better parking enforcement

c. Potential future question topics:
1. Terminated faculty members and disclosures
2. Administrative growth not in line with faculty lines and hires
3. Dean evaluations and fundraising
4. Allocation and usage of existing classroom space, faculty offices and scheduled classroom assignments

III. Approval of August 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes
a. Motion made to approve August 26, 2026 Faculty Senate meeting minutes made, seconded, and approved

IV. Executive Session for the Faculty Senate 
a. Suspension Appeals Committee proposed changes - Leslie Shroyer and Jessica Dutton
b. Committee Discussion
c. Policy Reviews

V. Meeting Adjourned	
1. Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 5:50 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate (with the President’s Cabinet) will be on 
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 4-6pm in JCK 880 and via Zoom

Note: During the month of September 2026,
there will NOT be a Faculty Senate meeting on the 9th or the 23rd

