Faculty Senate Meeting with the President’s Cabinet Minutes
September 30, 2026
4:00-6:00 pm – JCK 880 and via Zoom

Members Present: 	Peter Dedek (LA), Dave Donnelly (SE), Tahir Ekin (BA), 
Kevin Gates (FAC), Reiko Graham (LA), Barbara Hewitt (HP),
Stacy Hunter (ED), Kevin Jetton (BA), Lynn Ledbetter (FAC), 
Kim Lee (HP), Noland Martin (SE), Amy Meeks (LA), 
Jo Beth Oestreich (ED), Piyush Shroff (SE), Michael Supancic (AA), Dimitry Tetin (FAC)
GG Mortenson (Faculty Senate Administrative Assistant)
Members Absent:	Shailen Singh (AA)
Provost’s Office: 	Ron Williams (Vice Provost, Faculty Success)
Council of Chairs:	Cristian Lieneck (HP, Council of Chairs Chair)
Senate Liaisons:	Nathalie Austin, Gwen Cariker, Carrie Crisp, Kim Davis, Erin Dorrell,
			Chad Hammett, Samantha Krause, Pradeep Ramanathan, Wendy You
Guests:	Farzan Irani, Dwonna Goldstone, Abel Guevara, Gloria Martinez Ramos,
Margaret Vavarek

Chair Ledbetter opened the meeting at 4:00 p.m. 

I. Welcome Comments and Announcements from Chair Ledbetter
a. Chair Ledbetter welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the faculty senate officers

II. HB 2504 Survey Questions for Spring 2027
a. At the 9/16/2026 Faculty Senate meeting, the list of proposed questions from the student survey task force was presented for our review and discussion
b. There was general discussion about a few of the questions, but in the end, the Senate voted to endorse the 3 originally recommended questions to be posted to the HB2504 website for required courses.

III. Texas Council of Faculty Senates Meeting September 25-26, 2026 in Austin, TX
a. Senators Kevin Jetton and Piyush Shroff attended the meeting representing TXST
b. Highlights and takeaways from the meeting were shared
c. There will be a TUSUS meeting of the system faculty senate representatives from each campus.  Of particular interest will be the state’s proposed 3-year degree initiative.

IV. Meeting with Faculty Senate Liaisons
a. Will occur on October 14, 2026 via Zoom only and a letter is forthcoming to all Faculty Senate Liaisons about the meeting
b. Further discussion occurred regarding the topics to be addressed as that input can be solicited from their departmental colleagues centered around the originally planned COACHE survey questions



V. Around the Table Concerns
a. Parking issue updates were previously shared and discussed
b. Courses being increased in enrollment capacity by the Registrar’s office without academic unit involvement
c. Intermittent Wi-Fi outages across campus
d. Workload release allocations within academic units
e. Distribution of federal aid for fine arts programs
f. Faculty workload new calculations based on course delivery modality
g. Faculty Senate Committee appointments
h. An increase in the number of classroom acts of “incivility” toward a faculty member
i. International Teaching Hubs diluting Study Abroad experiences 

VI. Approval of September 16, 2026 Meeting Minutes
a. Motion made to approve September 16, 2026 Faculty Senate meeting minutes made, seconded, and approved

VII. Executive Session for the Faculty Senate 
a. REP Compliance and amended the guidelines regarding a required meeting with the Office of Research Development
b. Piper Professor Committee Report (Lynn Ledbetter, Faculty Senate Chair)

VIII. Meeting Adjourned	
1. Chair Ledbetter adjourned the meeting at 6:09 p.m.	


The next meeting of the Faculty Senate (with the Senate Liaisons) will be on 
Wednesday, October 14, 2026 4-6pm as a Zoom Only meeting 

Note: There will NOT be a Faculty Senate meeting on October 7, 2026
